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This paper systematizes the Loosely Coupled System (LCS) Theory and considers its “set” conditions
using the General System Theory. In particular, Karl E. Weick, one of the most famous LCS theo-
rists, has been considered here. He has significantly influenced organizational theory.

First, the paper defines loose coupling and LCS: loose coupling refers to simple ties between sys-
tems, whereas LCS refers to some loose couplings between the subordinate systems and the “set” as
a whole.

Second, the paper reveals the relation between the function of loose coupling and the two main func-
tions of LCS, “adaptability” and “local adaptation.” Although LCS is a source of adaptability, it can
only do so when the subordinate systems having sensitive sensory functions cope with each environ-
mental change.

Third, LCS can be further differentiated to produce generalists and is integrated with “presumption
of logic” and “metamanagement.” Furthermore, these integrations are related to “hierarchizing.” A
university has been considered as a specific example of LCS here.
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WSS A LELTHEL, LT 74 L~
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Pt (physical or logical separateness) D R#L%
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T B B QNI & AREEE DR E & S 2,
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BREOHEEOHFEESZ 5, V=R v T
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a5,
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HWHAEMIZFE D (Ea — Es =Ib—2),
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X, O~O®= TOMBNT~XTY A +bTHB, OF
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Weick (1976) &, IW—2R « 1w 7Y v 7 OBfE
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1. BISFTEEM

AR 2EELT 4 Ly<E LT, BIEOR
LEFMAT 28I (LEM SR 2RmT
5N TTREME (W) O ML =K 470553
(Weick, 1979, 1982), Fiktkix, #raaso1
T — VAT B DI ETH B0, N3,
MRS — TR OBRELZLAE RS2 LT, £0D
ZACITHEILT 572D TH B, L LENG, Ak,
COBUBRUTX A EOLIELIZK > THRDE
Fahsicw, mREFHER, Hkcxs717
VT A T 4 RO R EATERICT B, i
TR, UOIRDCE RIS LS 3 7o b D8R
FERERMT 2, UL, HEA L HIEIC[EH
T5E, KORFWLGEEBRLIZD, HLUOE
Bt/ oWk d 52 ENREEIZL S (Weick,
1979, 1982),

—#%1z, LCSidlitn]fetkoiRTH b, TCSIE
BIGOWERTH 5, EE 51, LCSTIHFA
ZTFLEDIV—=R o 719 TV v 7I2&>T, BED
TATFUVT 4T 4, A=—7&, SN REISN
72, LCSIETCS &0 b2 OERDHFT LR
PRERFETE2ENTEENSTHS (Weick,
1976, 1982) Ob—Z « 719 7V ¥ 7 OBERED), 72
72U, LCSTIE, M= RET 5 dIcERCE
WMoBEEMEL, IERIFE TR, TCSIFBREMNE
ODNFWIETERLED, K ORIRIS L%
AT EE TN EN D BN THEILATREEIC
KB (FH, 1992, p.131D,

2. BHAIERS

UL, FFEORK T TR, LCSIZbMENH D,
TCSIZ b figtknd 5 (Weick, 1982), LCS
BROFERTHEIGT 5, F 11T, =R Hhv TV
VI E ST, FRY ZFLARBMNYLLTEALT B
EMTEBDT, TDO LY X7 LIFBREEZEALE 7
R 2700 K DBURISREA 1 = X L et itd 5
(Weick, 1982, p.387)., & / & filil o 251 i
(Heider, 1956) 12X % &, filiffEdiz < ofhAT Uk
BRAEGL EX, RAOEMEZ M LT 508, filfit
DHOEROEMN VL, & OERPHEARLEIZ
BHE, BE)EHODLITERINIBITEENS, 72
2, AL REEH ST DIZLDEN
g T dh 505, i, WREXV L OER
ZbbH, BHEMRBIOMILTWENSTHS, D
F0, ZLOMN U RREERERIFT 5 LCS I,

ML UeBHEAEIFZELEAELLBINTCS & b bEREE
ML T (Weick, 1976, p.6) Ob—Z « /1 v
T T OED),

V=R e H1y TV 7D 10T RREMEED M
IZ&-T, Fhiy 27 A3/ ES el 255 < &
L, FhLy X7 L OMEETEENIRIEEIC Z D/N & 134k
iy s s, NS T 3 RE OO
R E LT, BEMITRE MBI RR I Bh,
ZOMEMN T o=V TERLAB 72D, LD
ANDHEEZEZG&EDU T BHICHRIN S
(Weick, 1982, p.388), WZIT, ThZEhD/INEK
BEZIHNT 201, FMYZATLTHD, L
CSARTIRIY Ob—Z « A v TV v 7 DKRED),

¥212, TRV AT LA TOMENKELLD L,
ZORMERESICHOATH, BODY AT L0S
Yniiashsd, 2512, FRY AT L0BREOREL
WWEhZhhd 52 ET, RO Y 2T LITEE
FINZHERET A2 &EMTED =R« Ay TV 7
DEEFE®), 2D 7z, LCSTR, 5% Fhivy X7
LDOREMNMO FALY 2T MBS 5 2 Endis
{, ALY RT LOfTAZRMNEYOACIREET
BIEMTES b=+ A1y 7Y v 7 DEHEED),
7272L, LCSBMEA R L, 2Dk v 25<
ZEiTRENTVED, MEDH S EEEHT S
CERNHTH B, BERSIE, W= Ay T
VTICE ST, BWRELTOL ARG SMED H B
SANDEENTN T, EORMEAR R EET
LIEMTER NS THS, 20, LCSTII,
SRR IEMETH 258, ZD5HMTICH &S A AN
S JFHI SRR Uiy (Weick, 1976, 1982),

F3IT, O UMYy AT LTk, v
2T LEROEALELTEE UL K50 IR
M43 (Weick, 1976, 1982) Ob—Z « #7 v
TN U TOBRED), LirL, Fhiy 27 LMLCS
LRIZE > THE LB S iGNk & E
572513, BB IR MEA 5 C
&7 % (Aldrich, 1979, p.84),

fl )i, TCSEXKOEWTHIGEMNE &
(Weick, 1982), #5112, TCSIZ, BREZALEI -
7l EERBL VAT LALKIZAISE S 2 EMTE
B, TOREENMTERA S ENTE S, 1272
L, BREZMNICHAT BT XTOHERNTCS % i
N30, HRAEALTS B AaRTICE 5,
TCSTIX, Zo@EAmIIHUL X5 LT, B
ZALERT L OF — 7 A MEFNMEHT 5 2 & T,
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K2 IW—RHhyTUTELCSDRERE

W= e hpyT) T

MM AERERERELTLE I BT ANH
%o, FICTCSTIE, MILT B7cOITKMNMD IR
iz L niEE oo T, Z0%®[EET 57D
OWEABETH Y, BEORIIIKTE2I Iy b
A MR LT (Weick, 1982, p.388),

¥ 212, TCSTIEA / RN— 3 vOAIGIZEL
M LN, RPN A J RX—=2 3 v L
LCSMh o R %2155 EMTE %, $74b B, TCS
3 TRt RYE D FiE (the privilege of his-
toric backwardness) | = &2, £D7c®H, EMN
TCS X, wHNITA J N—Y 3 v A2 LLCSIZ
B>z enTcxsnb Ly (Weick, 1982,
p.388),

VU bo#FEimH»S, V-« Hv 7V 7 ELCS
DOREFEIE, K2DXHITBELTWA Z b b,
LCS IS etk D JHE TH D, TCSIEWEILD IR
WTH BN, LCSITH#EILA, TCSIT & i hnnlfEd:
i > T b, LCSHEIET 5 DI, HURS R
Biex SO LY A7 AN ZE N EN OBREZLITH
BT BEEXTH B, M), TCSOYE, BRETZEALh
K&, FThd D, 52 DOXINEMN T DBE
AR TH B E5 > T3 &%, TCSAfk
ZEASHB I EITL - T, BIEAREMARIRT B,

3. BHpEILDOEMF

Weick (1982) (&, Lustick (1980) @iz b
ESNWT, FThLY ZF 22 & 2 RHASFEE (local
adjustment) 23%hEE &7 S URHLIGHE NI 5
B &, ARG E & 72 - TRy IS TS
SILEEE 3 DI TV B,

B 10T, BRBLCB AEHOMN, HINEL 5%
HBOMHIZIRD & MR E LA IETEE, R
MR IR A= 7259, Lo, %{%I@ﬁ =}
IAEGE D B & &, WMV AEETH 5,
7o EZE, SRR OGNV A E T 5 R
AHFEIIZ M TH 503, BT IIREINC & 5 HgHE

® —————> HIEE

@ —>» © 7 @ H

® —» ®

@

Y ST 2 R Z Y TR, BERS
3, BHEOSE, bIhiiIs -tk ->THlE
ZENB T A= DI RARNEGRENEET E 5
<& % (Lustick, 1980, p.345),

852402, ERBEOMMETEDVE ORISR IR S
5ic, BEORENRHLINERINESE
%ﬂ%ﬂ%iﬁ%%@tbfobmb,lﬂﬁﬁm
FunEE, RN EIEETHS, EZE, £
ORI U 72 )Il% & DHUIEIE, KEFROFIM & e
DIDICIFIEREMEEHL T LN TE S, &2
A, 1 2OKRXIT)IULMbEnibigcE, Lk
TiTbN 3 S S EREBRIZ OV TOR M H
T ORI, FEHOERERIBBVLESAT
L% 5 (Lustick, 1980, p.347),

%31, MM SERERE OGS, R
BREEEG725T, UL, HEBNTENEEZS -
TWENEE, RIS EETH B, EZIE,
WS RETIE, KEMLMHE I hhb 53 1ATS
NERLEE > THBRT 52 EMTE S, KT,
BALOLRETHE, CoEBRPREKOERTRAD
RFEAGLOTOMMNIEFICEETH Y, FHEED
1O 28T B AE DB B (Lustick, 1980, p.349),

451, LCSidmy@sic@ Licy X7 4T
H B, WS LIERSAMGELSHEEE S > Tk
D, EOREHEFHICHOAEN TR, EESN
ToTh-7thTBEX, FHREIIAEESLD,
S I I R S N 0,

LCSTIZ, M A /) R—v 3 VM sh, =
NISF T IS AN O WA SR E 780 5 5, F e,
ZALIEW > < D EULME R LB VID, ALy X7
LN E T EREEZAI OIS Z &2 B (Weick,
1982), JRHIIEIGD 7 v F 57 — i3 LT H b,
b UKL 3 & L 513, LCSIRZ R %13
EAEEZT BT EMNEL (Weick, 1976),

WIT, LCSIEED XS 1Tst, MATAIEITE-
T, TOXHIW2ODHREE [£LED ] 2600
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WIS %o

V. LCSosrLLirE

HL R B O BT B B sk & A O i,
Bertalanffy (1968) @ —fi% ¥ X 7 L2 % T
%, Bertalanffy (1968) 12k % &, ¥ X T LWHi
531t (progressive segregation) & fijte 1y 4
{t (progressive centralization) 2 & D #kJ¥ %
LTl &E, BEMNBLIT 2 &0 5, HitErs
fb&id, ¥ R7 Lhekits & >RE, S, #5T
HBYRAT LDOFEBRPHLITHULOREL D,
Y RT LS U KRBT RT B2 ETH B,

fib sy, widEREER L & E, B B —E DL A
I RRD B EVEIRET S ETH S, i
Hrpic & 2 FEIES O MBI, REIZY AT L
ZHMEE LTH N b0ITT 5, Mk, —o
FEFDELODVATLELTERESINSELODT
b, NS ENE R ER DL
(Bertalanffy, 1968). niErysr{t & iyt
3, MEERAITHY U, MR S MHEER L
BN, MEEMBILE-TEELEEFDE LDV ZT
LELUTHRFEERLTO L (B, 1986)

AL EHAE DO BRIZ DT, Lawrence and
Lorsch (1969) &, IREEDOAMEEMENGOWEE,
Mt RRE RV EEE b T EEET Y,
RS, AMEFSERENITIE T 5 7o ok x5
LT hiFd 513 L, BMBTTEORBENA L 5 7
B, T ORBIHLT 5121, &Sfa s LTRMM
DIAN Ay TV THWBEERLEZNETHS
(Lawrence and Lorsch, 1969), L» L, FAHLY
AT LEDOIV—=R « F1 v 7)) 7% EDLCSIE, &
IME—BRED Y AT LTH Y, Feikrk, RIS,
TIVT « FHA VEES (Weick, 1977) O THEA
TwbEahs (Weick, 1982),

1. LCSD5HE

Miller (1978) I2& 3 &, ¥ 27 LDOHEKREEMN
HMZBI1Ic>o0T, MRERILOHEMLShs &
2k, EBRZ 7ot 2O TEHEMOMHIIKE
PEDBER T B E S, LhL, SMEEARY ¢ 1) X
FERMUEIITERT Y R M, HEMKEEERL
LTI b AT o), MRS TLE &b
ke 2o, THHERGEESERT 2] S0
I EITRE SN (Weick, 1982, p.382),

bbb, LCSEERT VX MEEAKET LI
sbahn, THLY 27 LAMOMNEELEAET, £
Dz, Ty ZFLAFHCKRRMER D, &M
L0 bammisieliEmiiT s & T, o ALY
AT LEDRESDENFL EbHEFTH I EMTE,
LCSEM ST ULLMHE Y R T L EFT LA
(Weick, 1982, p.382),

. 2. Tih~x72& 51T, LCSTIR, 5 Fhivx
T LDMEIMLD FhAL Y 2T LSBT 5 2 EnD
724, Ty AT LOITARZERINLD O HORESE
FTHIEMTE D, BENESIE, LCSTIE, ¥xF
VA NEEAIZTIMEIZE 5T, TRV AT LIEZE
NENACKERHTHAEEZ S, Ty 27 A
DR ZEOO T, MOS0 o HEE S
EZF B EBLSBEEIREET LI ENTEENS
Thb,

B (1989) 1%, bt ko AR EE
KD EIIFEC DT TN BE, ARV vy U X MNEES
I Eid, KPFRERRkEGEMETH D, DR
B77 v varVillilicd s, 0, €x7VU R
NEESIZTHMLER, SO, JTREOEH
Fiz &k - THBICE T2 &N 3 TELIREE ML
Thy, ZOREKIS 1 HfTH B (FEH, 1989,
p.17),

2. LCSO#E

LCSHE, D22tk »THAEIN TS, 1
13 GmPLofifi: (presumption of logic) | TdH %,
ME ORI &, PENEETHD, V—RBHR
EREODI ZEEREMETH 5 (Weick, 1979, 1982),
MELDRHITHEIE, Meyer and Rowan (1977, 1978)
k- TiRBah [EEHOWwE (ogic of confi
dence) | LRI UEhEAE b7 53 (Weick, 1982),

B OREL &3, Goffman (1967) 8 [ HAT %
(face work) ] EM3b D TH S (Meyer and
Rowan, 1977, 1978), MiHT# & &, fhFomH
RTAT VT 4T 4 2 MERL, I & IO
HEOZY WP EY AT 2 T o R Th %,
HHAT RS, MBS S HkFEREEL, TTR5IC
K BRBUMINI B FWNIT X BIRELD S A% & R
T 5, NFHSDITENC DWW TOmHEZRD D,
HOOTINEEAL LR S &, HOOITE %0
D& CRDITBOTHG N E S WH LY (place)
iZHBMEFEZD (Goffman, 1967), L1cdi- T,
HAO KRB THNIE, ASPMORE DM H %L T
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BT, kWb EERICO—EREOZ L%
FTAHLIIHFEN S,

YUbkoZ o, THBEOFHR] (Weick, 1979,
1982) 1Z, B o#HmE ] (Meyer and Rowan,
1977, 1978) & [HiH4T#) (Goffman, 1967) iZ
Hokd %, ik, GRtonit ] » [FiHo
G 1Tk - T, HEOHEIZBYNZEITTSE 0>
ittt E &5, MEROTEEZFFIE > TITH 2 &N
T& 5,

F2lx [AF <%V 4 b (metamanagement) |
ThHb, A=AV ANER, =2 VA MDY
Ot ZEEMIEIETHS (Kuhn and Beam,
1982), Kuhn and Beam (1982) 12k % &, 4%
TRV AV NEATD AR, BEHEDN, HikOXES
&AM T 2 1=y MIHESHITEE0 D &
Dy, EBEETIA 0Ty MTHBEES
HEarl L, 2%, EBMEL0 L LARER
EHEETYA L TB2ETH B,

S L ERIRE 7V — T OIEENE, 3 DD B
M 575 (Kuhn and Beam, 1982, p.327), %1
2, EEFRHNEBRN, ST iEzoHIIZHE
SLTREEEZLBIEET 5, H 210, HHHFR
NN — T OBERREIZED & S I EBAERIZL
TWBDAB TN E 0w, HERICHEME5Z %,
EDOFEMNS » EFRNICFHTE 200, Fic
EDAUN=hb o EGRENNPENS T EITO0
T, BZOKEHMELD 7NV —TDIE5 08k 0 #
NicHWre=d2 ENTES, B3I, HFHEE,
TV —T7 ORIENERE O HIT A U BRI i
BTE2HOMEIDEHIOE D,

721U, ARV AL MBI BMEELT,
WD 2 O T& % (Kuhn and Beam, 1982,
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T LML h, RO & 1 y<xY
AR ITE->THAEING, 61T, RD 2 DI
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HBo 21T, LCSOEMRMEFIE LT, FERHME
ThHHERFEEDDT 5,

V. B

1. 2 2O0HEDOEFRME

LCSItE % 2 2DffifiE, MLERKEITL > T
BT 2R EoBLEA» S, BRI on s, BEEIE,
VAT LDORRERNIRDO FRLLRIVD & X5 LT
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T L G5 TR U THE T A4 E W I S 78
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oz, MEER, XOEEWEs I —
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BRI
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TEWD LY R T L OEBIREN, EHEORL
FHWIZODALTHET S DM EI DEHMOoE S
ZEMS, PV AT LAPERREEZT S EXITH
WA ELE S TnhE, 2%, XAF< X
VAV MEITHERFIZ, TV X T LOERIRE
TI—TIZR LT, By 27 L& 15 B AR
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53t Tx7URb
M (Ef—at B i EE
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2. LCSOEKMER—KZF
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VI. #538

KT, LCSITM™AT % Weick D ik & # 4
52 &M, LCSOHEGmAERRILL, —fy 2T 4
BEROBLS NS LCSIZ &0 252 5%M%
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