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ABSTRACT

A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF SOCIAL ATTITUDES OF ADOLESCENTS
— Conservative and Radical Attitudes in 1970’S Upper and Lower Secondary School Students —

Toshio KUZE, Keiko ASANO, Motomichi GOTO, Katsumi NINOMIYA, Shuji MIYAZAWA,
Hisako MUNEKATA, Hisashi OHNO and Ichiro UCHIYAMA

The purpose of the present study is to describe the conservative and the radical attitudes of 1970s’ adolescents
by using 1960s’ frameworks of social attitudes in Japan, This study has two plans of analysis; the first is to present
the characteristics which the adolescents have in their conservative and radical attitudes, the second is to examine
the individual attitude consistencies among the groups titled as ‘sex-role’, ‘parent-child relationship’, ‘hierachical
interpersonal relationship’, ‘traditional interpersonal relationship’, ‘nationalistic thought of family system’, and
‘socio-political problem’, the items of which are selected from the ones of conservative and radical scales,

Both the conservative and the radical attitude scales have 13 items. The subjects consisted of 70 boys and 70
girls in upper and lower secondary school affiliated'to the Faculty of Education of Nagoya University., The longitu-
dinal data were collected by monitoring once a year the same group of students. They started the school in three
different years (in 1972, 1973, 1974) and graduated 6 years later (in 1977, 1978, 1979, respectively), but they were
combined into a single group.

Major results of the analysis are summarized as follows,

) From> the analysis of the characteristics of the conservative and radical attitudes; many subjects have conserva-
tive attitudes in the acceptance of traditional life style (filial piety, honorific words, etc.). On the other hand, in
the acceptance of the fundamental principles of democracy (liberty, egalitarianism, etc.), they have radical attitudes.
(2) From the analysis of individual attitude consistency toward the item groups; consistencies are generally found
among ‘socio-political problem’, and among ‘nationalistic thought of family system’. On the contrary, among

‘parent-child relationship’ and among ‘hierachical interpersonal relationship’, inconsistencies are observed.



