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ABSTRACT

PERSONAL LEARNING THEORY OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Masami KAJITA, Setsuko ISHIDA, Hikaru UDA, & Atsushi ITO

- Personal Learning Theory refers to the belief system each learner has toward his/her own learning activities.
- ‘The major purpose of the present study exists in clarifying the characteristics of the PLT by administering a ques-
t,iénnaire to.a thousand and twenty-six junior high school students. In addition, the relationships between the
PLT sub scales and academic achievements of the students as well as between the PLT and their motivation for
learning were investigated.
. Although-the PLT questionnaire had ninety items concerning to learning activities, only fifty-nine of those
which had shown positive correlations with academic achievements were selected to be factor-analized.

. The following five basic factors of PLT were found by employing the principal component factor analysis:
After the
results-were displayed using data pattern procedures, correlational analyses also played its part in describing the
characteristics of PLT.

the industriousness, the technical steadiness, the learning plan, the easiness, and the concentration.

First of all the authors apphed the data pattern analysis, or the profile analysns, in' order to make the results
- understandable. The typical pattern, found most frequently among the subjects, had been made up of positive
responses to all the five PLT sub scales. ;

‘Secondly, partial correlation coefficients betwen the five sub scales of PLT and the academic achievements of
subject matters were computed controling a measure of Motivation for Learning, or MFL scale. The MFL scale
consists of sixteen items asking students’ motivation for learning. Significant positive correlations were found as to
both the scales of the industriousness and. the technical steadiness, while a negative correlation was detected as to
the eaﬁs,inesslscale.
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Finally, as for the relationship between PLT and motivation, the authors examined partial correlation co-
efficients between the five sub scales of PLT and the MFL scale with the control variable of the academic achieve-
ment. Among the five PLT sub scaies, four scales except for the easiness scale showed significant positive correla-
tions with the MFL measure. ’ ‘ \
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