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ABSTRACT

" ATTRIBUTIONS OF SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN GETTING JOBS
AMONG FEMALE JUNIOR COLLEGE STUDENTS:
‘ On éffects of self-concept
Keiko SHIKANAI, Motomichi GOTO, Mitsuru WAKABAYASHI

Present authors have studied occupational.choice processes among female junior college students. The purpose
of this study ‘is; (1) to explore effects of self-concept on attributions of being successful in employment (the.success
--group) ‘or remaining unsuccessful (the remaining group), and (2) to explore differences in’ attributions between
-+.professionally oriented nurse students and non-professional humanity students. - On the basis of self-consistency

theories, it was hypothesized that students high in certain self-concept measures would attribute success in getting

.jobs to their: internal causes more intensely than those with low self-concept, and. an inverse pattern would be found

~among the remainj_ngﬁgroup members. .

--- ~Arquestionnaire survey was conducted for 527 female junior college students (338 nurse students and 189
humanity students. in their second year). By this time 332 students (about 63%) succeeded in finding their jobs.
The following set of instruments were contained in the:questionnaire. (1) The self-image instrument consisted

of 23:adjectives:with a 7-point scale, from which masculinity and femininity scales were derived. (2) Occupational
.self-image: was measured by using 20 adjective pairs presented with a 7-point, semantic differential format. Two
-«',s¢af1'es,, potency and affinity, were constructed by combining relevant SD items. (3) Self-evaluated competence
consisted of 22 task-related -abilities. . Subjects were asked to evaluate their competence levels on each item by using
a “7-point scale. . Three factors, named competency, harmoniousness, and reliability respectively, were derived.
 '¢(4') J obvorientation consisted of 30 items with a 5-point scale subjects might want to have as goals or conditions for
their future -occupations. - Three, factors were derived with labels as job challenge, human relations, and working
conditions, respectively. (5) The instrument of social role attitude included 15 statements with a 7-point scale
which .represented various women’s roles in the society. All items were combined into a single scale labelled as

.equality in social roles. (6) Attributions of being success or remaining unsuccessful in.employment were measured by

-.using ;14 items with,a S-point scale. Three factors, named internal causes, the women’s junior college as causes

and support from others, respectively were derived.

Major findings of the study were as follows, S
1) Among professionally -oriented nurse students, those with high on self-evaluation of competency or reliability,

and those with high self-image of masculinity or femininity-attributed a success in getting jobs to their internal

causes .more highly -than those with low on these scales. An opposite pattern .was revealed regarding

-attributions of causes of remaining unsuccessful. These results supported the hypothesis based on self-
. .- consistency theories, ‘ : - : o
(2) Among nurse students, those with high occupational self-image on potency or affinity, and those with high

.orientations ‘to. job challenge dr human relations attributed both success and failure.in job hunting.more

strongly than those with low scores in these scales.

(3) Both nurse students and humanity students attributed causes of remaining unsuccessful in getting jobs more
intensely to internal causes than causes of success in getting jobs. This result was implied that female students
wanted to avoid to manifest high self-evaluation on themselves by attributing their success to the internal
causes. They might have preferred to giving a more reserved attribution.

(4) On the other hand, causes of remaining unsuccessful were attributed more strongly to support from others
which represented external causes. This result implied ego-defensive attributions,
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(5) Nurse students attributed both successful and unsuccessful in employment more intensely to internal causes
than humanity students.

(6) Regardless of the successful or unsuccessful situations and, also regardless of the students major fields, attribu-

tions to luck were predominant. This result was attributable to the vagueness of recruitment policy of the

employer and to the variability in interpreting the meaning of luck.
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