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A GROUP THERAPEUTIC PRACTICE WITH SEVERELY MULTIPLE
' ' HANDICAPPED CHILDREN (9)
— What visy tlie meaning that a family has’a healthy younger sibling? —
Shuji GOTO, Eiji MURAKAMI, Yasunori MORISAKI, Makoto MIZUTANI,
- Hiromi KOYANO, Yumiko GOTO, Yumiko ITAKURA"

~One of the most important purpose our group theraputic practice is to.enhance the cohesiveness of the families
with severely rﬁdltiple hand'icépped children and stabilize their family dynamics.

Dunng the processes healthy younger s1b11ngs often play an important part. Such a case could be seen in a
type of a famxly that is united, bemg balanced by the existance of his healthy brother and sister, which was reported
last year. . ‘

In this report we would like to examine the implication of the birth of such healthy younger siblings for the
unity of the families by following their developmental processes. The subject seven families are thought to have
decided to have another children, whose age are now betwen nine months and twelve years old.

We investigated the seven families by questionnaire and interview. And as a result followmg were suggested
€1)-When the family dynarmcs are to some extent stabilized around the handicapped children, parents are often

- inclined to have another children. . ‘
©(2) “Both _parents are eager to activate the atmosphere of their family by havmg another chﬂdren
‘.(3‘)‘_ -As for the:mothers, they tend toidentity.their maternity by having another children.
(4) -As for ‘the healthy younger: siblings, they enhance their acceptance toward their handicapped 51blmgs when
their parents have the atitude not to cast ‘the burder of rearing of the handicapped siblings on them.
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