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SGH 2015 North Carolina-dapan Exchange
Program (March 12 ~March 21,2016)
1: T think that if many foreigners come to Japan, well
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have a lot of trouble. In fact, I experienced trouble in
my local community because of a lot Brazilians coming.
In my case, the Brazilians left Japan because of the
Bankruptcy of the Lehman Brothers, but before that I
was worried about the number of Brazilians increasing
and the troubles that they caused. Thus, I'm interested
in this topic, and we researched it.

Trouble In Local Commuh‘i\ ies

» Mitsuki Sonoda Airi Ikeyar

What is Homi:danchi(ﬁ%iﬁ.)?

Toyotashi Aichi

@ Percent of foreigners
45%

#Percent of foreigners

in elementary school

54%

2 @ Japan is an island country and most Japanese people
grow up there. So, it's somewhat disruptive when
many foreigners come to our community since Japan
is a close-knit country. The foreign culture sometimes
clashes with Japanese culture.

3 We thought about these things and researched
Homi-danchi (a real apartment in Aichi prefecture,
where foreigners live). We also researched problems
and looked for ways to solve them. First, what is Homi-
danch? It's an apartment in Toyota city, Aichi. The
percentage of foreigners in Homi-danchi is 45%, and
at an elementary school near the apartment, 54% of
students are foreigners. It is a remarkably large number
for Japan.

History of Homi-danchi({g& i) \
1980

Famous for cars!
We want people
working in our

factories!!

4 @ Next, I'll explain the history of Homi-danchi. Do you
know what Toyota city is famous for? Toyota Motor (a
famous car company) is based in Toyota city. Since they
want a lot of people working in their factories, many
Brazilians have come to Toyota city and live there.

5 There are so many Brazilians living in the area that

it's become a Tittle Brazil'.

6: Then we have a lot of problems. For instance, they are
very loud because of BBQ, and soccer, and other things.
Some foreigners like having BBQ, so they hold BBQs
on their porch, but that is considered bad mannered in
Japan. If someone has a BBQ next door, the smell will
get on nearby clothes.

In my community, South American people get wildly
excited by soccer, so during not only the day but also
night, they make a lot of noise, because of the noise,
Japanese people are disturbed. However, the Japanese
people can't say to them. “Please be quieter.” Because
the Japanese are afraid of them. This fear stems from
their height their big voice. Japanese feel more and
more stressed. The most important problem about the
issue trash disposal.

7: Japan has very strict rules about trash. Generally
we separate trash into 6 types. Recently, in Japan, we
now have to separate a plastic bottle’s cap and bottle.
800 caps become a profit worth as much as a bottle
of medicine. This is called "Eco-cap Undo” and it has
spread in Japan. Japanese rules are very, very strict, but
many foreigners don't know that, so Homi-danchi often
become dirty. Japan is very tidy. They want to keep the
area clean. For instance, though Japanese streets don't
have trash cans, there isn't any trashes on the streets.
Thus, the problems has made many Japanese people
angry, and Japanese people are conflicted about
foreigners.

8: Serious event occurred in 1999 in Homi-danchi. In one
instance, foreigners threw cans or bottles at Japanese
residents, so they stretched a net over the building to
protect their house and family from the trash that was
thrown. This was a very, very big fight, so police went
into action to stop the riot. However, now Homi-danchi
have become peaceful. Why? How did they solve the
problem?
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9: 1st, because of a third party organization like NGO. A
third party organization who arbitrated between them.
10: 2nd, the Japanese adopted an open mind. Before
many Japanese hated foreigners but little by little,
the Japanese began to understand foreigners. They
made signs foreigners understand easily in order to
communicate.

tration

11 : When many foreigners come to our community and
live in it, what can be done to accommodate and integrate
them? When we came to America, we saw how everyone
was friendly, and despite having different backgrounds,
could become friends. We think Japanese people need
this flexibility. Japanese people have to be open minded,
try to understand different cultures, and try to live
together. For example, making signs in other languages
or teaching the rules of the local community to them.

12: 1st, they should follow the rules. We don't want
absolute obedience, but we want foreigners to follow
the rules, especially those about trash disposal.

2nd, they should try connecting with Japanese culture.
For example, Brazilians speak to other Brazilians more
easily than to Japanese, and often dont try to learn
Japanese. But if they want to live in Japan, they should
try to connect with Japanese society and try to learn

our language.

East Chapel Hill High School D44 & 5 CERBEME 1T OHF
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