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ABSTRACT

A Study on Vocational Interests
among Female Students
Mitsuru W AKABAYASHI and Motomichi GOTO

The present study is aimed at exploring the structure of vocational interests among female
students. For this purpose, a set of data newly obtained from female students majoring in literature
were combined with those gathered for Wakabayashi, Goto, and Shikanai (1986) for the extensive
reanalyses.

Subjects consisted of 1064 female junior college and university students majoring in seven
different fields in vocational specialization: business college (n = 72), home science (n =1 12), kinder-
gartener (n = 189), commerce (n = 127), hospital nurse (n = 180), literature (junior college, n=177),
and literature (university, n = 207).

Subjects were asked to respond to the questionnaire on vocational interests. Vocational interests
were measured by using 97 job titles in which female students might show interest. They were
asked to rate each one by using a 4-point scale. This instrument produced 8 orthogonal factors:
(a) clerical specialists, (b) dressmaking and industrial art design, (¢) medical specialists and professionals,
(d) sales and production work, (e) mass media and journalism, (f) teachers, (g) receptionists and
customer services, and (h) foreign language specialists.

Statistical analysis was conducted based on ANOVA in order to explore the influence of major
fields on vocational interests. Major findings are as follows.

(1) The mean score of vocational interest in foreign language specialists is the highest, and the
lowest in sales and production work.

(2) ANOVA conducted to compare vocational interests of the female students across subgroups
produced the following results. (a) Subjects from commerce and home science had higher
interests in specialized clerical jobs than those from hospital nurses. (b) Those from business,
home science, kindergartner, commerce, and hospital nurse colleges had higher interests than
those from literature in dressmaking and industrial art design, medical and professionals, recep-
tionist and customer service, teacher, and sales and production work. (c) Those from literature
had higher interests than those from other job fields in mass media and journalism, and in foreign

language specialists.
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