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ABSTRACT

Achievement Goal Tendencies in Junior High School Students
Toshihiko HAYAMIZU, Atsushi ITO and Kazuhito YOSHIZAKI

In this research, we advanced the previous study (Hayamizu, Ito and Yoshizaki, in press) that cogni-
tive motivational processes mediated by achievement goal tendencies had been examined based on
Dweck’s theory (Dweck, 1986).

The relationship between the three achievement goal tendencies and some other variables such as
‘conceptions of ability and effort’, ‘learning behavior’ and ‘standard of self evaluation’ were investigated
on the students in a junior high school.

Firstly, eight groups were constructed through dividing by a median-cut of all the students into high
and low groups for three achievement goal tendencies respectively; LG (L.earning Goal), learning itself
is a goal; Pa G (Performance Goal), getting an approval from others is a goal; P 3 G (Performance
Goal), getting a good achievement is a goal. The relationship between these eight patterns from the
achievement goal tendencies and ‘conceptions of ability and effort’, ‘learning behavior’ and ‘standard of
self evaluation’ were examined.

Secondly, the teachers of the same junior high school were required to select the typical students
that had tendencies representative of three achievement goals. On each achievement goal tendency, the
selected students’ score and the unselected students’ score were compared in order to confirm the

validation of conceptions of three achievement goal tendecies.



