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ABSTRACT

Perspectives of Systems Model on Developmental Processes
Masatoshi KAwAI

It is very difficult to figure out a course and mechanisms of human development. There have been
many theoretical challenges to answer this point. In these views, development is seen as a continual pro-
cess of re-organization involving multiple, interacting sub-systems. These theories, however, lack speci-
ficity about timing of ontogenetic changes.

Recentry, Fogel and Thelen proposed a dynamic system model based on holistic systems theories. A
systems approach presumes that order arises dynamically as a result of the interaction between the co-
operating elements that are changing asynchronously, rather than as a result of centrally coordinated
developmental changes. It offers new perspectives for understanding development.

In this article, perspectives that the model suggests are discussed.
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