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ABSTRACT

Perceived Occupational Environment Among Nurse Students:
Analyzing Images on Nurse, Doctor, Patients and the Hospital
Mitsuru WAKABAYASHI, Sachiko SANO, Satoshi Mizuno

Four concepts, namely Nurse, Doctor, Patients and the Hospital were measured by using four diffe-
rent sets of SD scales, based on a group of nurse students (Ist-year students=77, 2nd-year students=
48, and 3rd-year students==59), and university freshmen (male=29 and female=77) on the October-De-
cember period, 1987. Results of a series of factor analyses produced 4 factor scales for Nurse, Pa-
tients and the Doctor respectively, and 3 scales for the Hospital. These scales were found to be repre-
senting key dimensions, i.e., images of the psychological environment for the nurse students who were on
the process of occupational socialization in the college.

Mean differences in factorially derived image scales were tested among nurse students in different
grade years, and between the nurse students and the university freshmen. It was found that grade-year
groups within nurse students constitute a greater source of variance in explaining image scales, relative
to the nurse vs. freshmen differences. Particularly, the 3rd-year group were found to be more realistic
in perceived images of Patients and the Hospital.

Moreover, it was found that factors representing nurse’s self-image (particularly a competence self-
image) tend to correlate more strongly and extensively with factors concerning other facets of nurse’s
psychological environment, i.e., those of Patients, Doctor and the Hospital. This finding indicates that
the perceived occupational environment among nurse students becomes more solid and integrative
around the nurse’s own competent self-image, as the process of occupational socialization unfolds from

the 1st- to the 3rd-year in the college.
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