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Analysis of teaching units for writing within Japanese
language textbooks:

Changes by the revision of the National Curriculum Standards for Junior High Schools

Atsuko SEIDOU*, Yoshiaki SHIBATA*

The purpose of this study was to examine the teaching units for writing within Japanese
language textbooks for junior high schools.

The authors surveyed textbooks that were published in Heisei 18 (2006) and Heisei 24
(2012) by four publishing companies (Mitsumura Tosho, Sanseido, Tokyo Shoseki, and Kyoiku
Shuppan). Textbooks published in Heisei 18 were reflected the National Curriculum Standards
for Junior High Schools notified in Heisei 10 (1998), while textbooks published in Heisei 24
were reflected the National Curriculum Standards for Junior High Schools notified in Heisei 20
(2008).

The results indicated that many teaching units within textbooks published in Heisei 24 (1)
contained goals, prospects, and reflection for the study, (2) showed the whole writing process,
and (3) treated all the examples of linguistic activities. These characteristics reflected the
National Curriculum Standards for Junior High Schools notified in Heisei 20.

Meanwhile, both textbooks published in Heisei 18 and ones in Heisei 24 did not show that
writing was a recursive process and writers should make revisions about content. Therefore,

these problems needed to be solved immediately.

*

Graduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University





