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The Role of School Education in the Revolutionary World
during the Early Twentieth Century:

John Dewey’ s Impressions of School Education in Mexico, Turkey, and China

Misao Hayakawa

The aim of this paper is to clarify the insights of John Dewey on his observations and analyses
of the social change and school education in Mexico, Turkey and China during the 1920’ s with
reference to the impact of modernization upon these three countries.

First, Dewey' s impression of the Mexican society is explored in relation to his analysis of the
influences of American capitalism upon business activities in Mexico. Also, his impressions of the
newly-built schools and art education in Mexico are described as an evidence of the changing
Mexican society.

Second, the impact of Westernization in Turkey is examined with reference to the racial and
religious conflicts among Greeks, Armenians, and Jews and to the subsequent separation of school
education and religious teaching.

Third, Dewey’s analysis of the industrialization in China is discussed by referring to his
description of a widening gap between the peoples’ lives in industrialized cities and rural towns.
Dewey’ s suggestion to construct the independent China is also examined in order to prevent the
Japanese economic exploitation in China and to protect China from the invasion of foreign powers.

In conclusion, it is proposed that a further examination of Dewey’s observations of
international education and culture be needed for the construction of the effective theory of

cooperative intelligence in education.
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