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Japan - South Korea Comparison Study on the responses for a

Reading Literacy Test:
An Item Analytic Approach Using the Achievement Test for Middle School Students
in Gunma Prefecture

Ishii, Hidetoki®, Yasunaga, Kazuhiro®, Kim, Yu-Na***
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Cheon, Ho-Seong****, Park, Hyun-Jung and Lee, Jeongyun®

According to PISA administered by OECD, it was noticed that the proportion of non-response
for open-ended question was high in Japanese students. However, PISA was developed in the
manner of Western culture. Then, it might not appropriately assess the ability of Japanese:
students because of unfamiliarity to the test structure or to the contents of items.

In this paper, therefore, the responses of students in Japan and another country to the test
which was developed by excellent school teachers in Japan were compared and more general
characteristics about the ability of Japanese students were revealed. As the another country,
South Korea was considered as the most suitable since South Korea was in the same East Asia
culture as Japan and the score of reading literacy increased between PISA 2000 and 2006. The
Korean version of the test was developed with back translation method. The 3,892 students in
Japan and 232 students in South Korea took this test.

As the results, it was found that the proportion of non-response of Japanese students for open-
end question was not always high compared to that of South Korean students. I‘he ability of
Japanese students to fill blanks or to describe a sentence using words and sentences’in the original
text was more than or equal to the ability of South Korean students. However, when it came to
describing examples or one’s thoughts which were not necessarily in the original text, South
Korean students were better than Japanese students. The last two results were also found in
PISA and considered general characteristics of the ability of Japanese students. It was also found
that the ability of Japanése students to read the context of continuous texts, not discontinuous

texts such as graph, table and diagram, was different from that of South Korean students.
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