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Proportion of non-response for open- and closed- answer

response tasks in junior high school students:
Comparing a Japanese reading test against PISA reading literacy test

Kazuhiro Yasunaga* - Hidetoki Ishii**

The purpose of this study was to examine the proportion of non-response items on a Japanese
reading test versus PISA reading literacy test. Junior high school students in Aichi and Kyoto
(N=163) were administered the Gunma Prefecture Achievement Test which was designed by
school teachers. Students were given 50 minutes to answer it. Test scores were tallied based on
the answer rubric. The proportion of items which were not responded was compared with that fer
PISA2003, PISA2006 and part of PISA2000 reading literacy for Japan. Results indicated that the
proportion of non-response for PISA2003 and PISA2006 was higher than the Gunma Prefecture
Achievement Test in open-answer response tasks. It was also found that they were roughly equal
in the closed-answer response tasks. Although the proportion of non-response for the concrete
example question was low in the Gunma Prefecture Achievement Test, it was high in PISA2000.
Therefore, it was concluded that the manner in which an item is presented may affect the
proportion of non-response in the open-constructed response tasks. A future challenge is to
examine if variations in item presentation of PISA reading literacy affects the proportion of non-

response for junior high school students.
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