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A Longitudinal Study on the Psychological Trouble among
Japanese Junior High School and High School Students

Kenji Hiraishi®, Masayoshi Ogura®, Kazuaki Kawashima®

Ayumi Suzuki*™, Yoko Takamura®, and Al Hotta®*

The main purpose of this study was to test “focal model " proposed by Coleman in 1974. In order
to do that, this study examined the critical period of the psychological trouble among Japanese
junior high school and high school students by a longitudinal study. Surveys were administered
twice at an interval of 14 months.

Participants estimated each seriousness of fourteen kinds of troubles which they were confronting
at that time. To test significant differences and changes on the scores of troubles among
participants, ANOVAs were used.

As a result, partial critical differences and changes were found in some troubles related to
academic areas. On the other hand, no clear critical difference and change was found in troubles
related to peer relations and family relations. In the future study, more extensive longitudinal data

are needed to confirm this reaserch findings.
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