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ABSTRACT

The role of interpersonal trust and Machiavellianism
in a 2-person’s Prisoner’s Dilemma Game:
cooperation rates and choice motives.

Kumiko MORI

A 2-person’s Prisoner’s Dilemma Game (2PDG) was used to test the role of general ”specific
interpersonal trust and Machiavellianism in an interdependent choice situation. Sixty (study I) and
twenty-eight (study II) female undergraduates served as subjects and played 2PDG task with their
friends and strangers.

In study I, the effects of trust and Machiavellianism on cooperative behaviors were investigated.
It was hypothesized that the effects of the variables would depend on the relationships of partners;
1) general trust would only affect cooperative choice for strangers; 2) specific trust would only have
an effect on cooperaiton for friends; 3) the effects of Machiavellianism would be clearly found in
friends groups rather than that of strangers. The second and third prediction were supported but the
first one was not confirmed.

In study II, the role of interpersonal trust and Machiavellianism in a choice situation was
examined. Main effects of general trust and Machiavellianism were obtained indicating that
1) high-specific-trusters tended to be cooperative and not to be defensive in friends condition,
2) high-general-trusters tended to be altruistic in friends condition, and 3) high-Machiavellians’
choice behaviors were siginificantly deffensive but not exploitative, whereas low-Machiavellians’

choice were cooperative. The effects of game reiteration were discussed.
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