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ABSTRACT

A Study of Self-presentation in Expressing Opinions
Yoshimasa KURIBAYASHI and Toshikazu YOSHIDA

The purpose of this research is to examine the effects of communicator’s knowledge level of a given
topic on expressing opinions in a situation where two communicators have opposing opinions. In
study 1, in hypothetical settings, the effects of the status of one’s partner (senior, equal, and
junior), and one’s own knowledge level of a given topic (high and low) on the opinion conformity
were examined. The result of study 1 suggests: 1) the higher the status of one’s partner, one is more
likely to conform to one’s partner; and 9) the lower the level of one’s knowledge about topic, one is
more likely to conform to one’s partner. No interaction effect between the status and the knowledge
level was found. Thus, the status and the knowledge level independently effect on the opinion
conformity. In study 2, the effects of one’s knowledge level and availability of information about
the both communicator’s knowledge level of a given topic were examined. The subjects talked the
confederate by writing. The result of study 2 indicates: 1) when the communicators can compare the
knowledge level of a given topic, the more knowledgeable one dose not conform to the partner, while
the less knowledgeable dose; 2) as the conversation progresses, the self-presentation appears clearly
in expressing opinions. These findings were discussed in the theoretical framework of ingratiation.

Key Words : self-presentation, ingratiation, opinion conformity, knowledge



