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ABSTRACT

A study of social interaction and cognitive development
:A critical review

Shoji HAY ASHI

The aim of this paper was to review the research on social interaction and cognitive development.
At first, I critisized Piaget’s theory and research and for its shortage of the discussion of social
interaction effect on cognitive development. Then I discussed Doise’s theory as one way to extend
Piaget’s theory. Doise argued that cognitive development occurred in the social interaction process
that involved the sociocognitive conflict. I took up Bandura’s, Vygotsky’s, Berlyne’s, and Festinger’s
theory that explicitly addressed social mechanism of cognition and compared Doise’s theory with
them. Next, I argued the research on Doise’s theory and pointed out the following questions : how is
the situation conducting interaction, what should be captured as conflicts, what occurred after
conflicts, when the modeling between peers occurred, why peers can discover the correct solution, and
how is the social interaction process itself. I discussed the last question through the past reviews and
concluded the necessity of analysis of the interaction process. The analysis of its process could

explain the mechanism of the interaction more minutely.

Key Words: Piaget’s theory, Doise’s theory, social interaction, cognitive development
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