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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Individual Differences on Friendship
Development among College Students

Kazuhide YAMANAKA

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of individual differences in social skill and
interpersonal trust on friendship development among college students. Forty-three male and
fifty-one female freshmen completed the questionnaires regarding their relationship with a same-sex
individual with whom they had just met. They were surveyed longitudinally at week 1, 2, 4, and 11
of their first term at the university. They also answered the questionnaires for measuring social skill
and interpersonal trust.

Major findings were as follows: (1) Those who were high in interpersonal trust were making
decisions whether the relationship would be close earlier than those who were low in it. (2) For those
who were low in social skill, the decisions about whether or not the relationship would be close were
differentiated earlier. Some factors influencing early differentiation of relatedness were discussed

from these results.

Key words : friendship, relationship development, social skill, interpersonal trust, longitudinal
study.
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