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The way to tell with no narration
—The technique of the narration in “A Slow boat to China” —

(=¥
Yige He

The first short novel “A Slow boat to China” written by Haruki Murakami can be simply summarized
as follows: the narrator ‘I’ looks back on the encounter and separation with three Chinese living in
Japan. The narrator ‘I’ rarely refers to the social and historical problems between Japan and China
when talking about ‘China’ or ‘Chinese’. Therefore, the theories in 1980s and 1990s do not place the
reality of ‘China’ within the novel as their core interpretation. However, this work has often been
interpreted from the context of Shino-Japanese political and historical problem. This article argues that
these two kinds of interpretations are realized by the unique way of narration of ‘I’. Specially, when ‘I’
narrates, ‘I’ does not mention my point of view or judge but only talks about my individual ‘emotion’.
In this way, it makes huge gap to arouse the desire of readers to interpret by themselves. At the same
time, it regulates the direction of interpretation to some extent. Finally, the text is interpreted in the

mirror of ‘I’ and perspectives based on the readers’ own experiences.
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