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There is indeed a perpetual commerce between this kingdom and
the great empire of Japan, and it is very probable that the Japanese
authors may have given some account of the struldbrugs...."”
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...by what I have gathered from your own relation, and the answers

I have with much pains wringled and extorted from you, I cannot

but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most pernicious race

of little odious vermin that nature ever suffered to crawl upon the
surface of the earth. ¢
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I observe among you some lines of an institution, which in its original

might have been tolerable, but these half erased, and the rest wholly

blurred and blotted by corruptions.®
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That our institutions of government and law were plainly owing
to our gross defects in reason, and by consequence, in virtue ; because
reason alone is sufficient to govern a rational creature.®?
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This island of Luggnagg stands south-eastwards of Japan, about an
hundred leagues distant. There is a strict alliance between the

Japanese Emperor and the King of Luggnagg, which affords frequent
opportunities of sailing from one island to the other.®®
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