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The Essays in Divinity have perhaps less literary value than thé Devo-

tions or the Sermons, but they are of great importance for those who
wish to study the development of Donne’s thought.® :
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It is in the prayers which form an integral part of this little book
that we find the clearest expression of Donne’s struggles of heart and
will, and of the change which was taking place within him.t®
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If this be in the bark, what is in the tree? If in the superficiall grass,
the letter ; what treasure is there in the hearty and inward Mine, the

Mystick and retired sense? Dig a little deeper, O my poor lazy soul
[4p]
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...such as I, who are but Interlopers, not staple Merchants, nor within
the Comission of Expositors of the Scriptures. ...
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Upon this confidence, and conscience of purposing good, I proceed in

these Sermons. ... Though these lack thus much of Sermons, that they

have no Auditory, yet as Saint Bernard did almost glory, that Okes and
Beeches were his Masters, I shall be content that Okes and Beeches be

my schollers, and witnesses of my solitary Meditations.“®
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... 1 grow older and not better ; my strength diminisheth and my load grow
heavier ; and yet, I would fain be or do something ; but, that I cannot tell
what, is no wonder in this time of my sadness ; for, to chuse is to do; but
to be no part of any body, is as to be nothing; and so I am, and shall so
Judge my self, unless 1 could be so incorporated into a part of the world, as
by business to contribute some sustentation to the whole.<"
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Let no smalnesse retard thee: If thou beest not a Cedar to help towards
a palace, if thou beest not Amber, Bezoar, nor liquid gold, to restore
Princes ; yet thou art a shrub to shelter a lambe, or to feed a bird; or
thou art a plantane, to ease childs smart; or a grasse to cure a sick
dog.(la)
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...we are...nor under the reach and violence of Argument, or
Demonstration, or Necessity, but under the Spirituall, and peaceable
Tyranny, and easie yoke of sudden and present Faith.“®

oo Tit, Aquinas @ Summa (I, xlvi, 2), “That it is an Article of our
Belief that the World began.” Z 5[ L T, Kibgl#d, <N LR
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... his great work of Creation, which admits no arrest for our Reason,

nor gradations for our discourse, but must be at once swallowed and
devour’d by faith, without mastication, or digestion...."®
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Morall Divinity becomes us all ; but Naturall Divinity, and Metaphysick
Divinity, almost all may spare.“?
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-..s0, though this soul of mine, by which I partake thee, begin not now, yet
let this minute, O God, this happy minute of thy visitation, be the beginning
of her conversion, and shaking away confusion, darknesse, and barrennesse ;
and let her now produce Creatures, thoughts, words, and deeds agreeable to
thee.(ls)
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By which (God’s will and word), as thou didst so make Heaven, as thou

didst not neglect Earth, and madest them answerable and agreeable to one
another, so let my Soul’s Creatures have that temper and Harmony, that they



69
be not by a misdevout consideration of the next life, stupidly and treacherously
negligent of the offices and duties which thou enjoynest amongst us in this

life ; nor so anxious in these, that the other (which is our better business,
though this also must be attended) be the less endeavoured.*®
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... 0 God, descend thou and stoop down to see my infirmities and the Egypt

in which I live ; and ... hasten mine Exodus and deliverance, for I desire
to be dissolved, and be with thee.*®
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Go one step lower, that is higher, and nearer to God, O my soul, in
this Meditation, and thou shalt see, that even in this moment, when he
affords thee these thoughts, he delivers thee from an Egypt of dulness

and stupiditie. As often as he moves thee to pray to be delivered from
the Egypt of sin, he delivers thee.“"

Book 1I, Part 2 T, fni&ik 71, EE, RUFEHIC DOV TOBENTL
bRT 3o LT, SO—MTIH, ZNOEDONTHNEL S TTE 21
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Thou hast delivered me, O God, from the Egypt of confidence and
presumption, by interrupting my fortunes, and intercepting my hopes ;
And from the Egypt of despair by contemplation of thine abundant
treasures, and my portion therein ; from the Egypt of lust, by confining
my affections, and from the monstrous and unnaturall Egypt of painfull

and wearisome idleness, by the necessities of domestick and familiar

cares and duties.**
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BT E L] £4VE, W o526nclaGss, MoBELEWOF
CHBZEFARLTVEZDTHZ. [MOEYOES~DEBT] Z, &
VAZ contemptus mundi OREKEEHSIcHSE, HLOHEEHEILT, KD
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. .. 0 God, thou hast multiplied thy children in me, by begetting and cherishing
in me reverent devotions, and pious affections towards thee, but that mine own
corruption, mine own Pharaoh hath ever smothered and and strangled them.*®

Book I o [ H#i Y | WO/ 5 £V DLOFOBERE, SR,
=TT 7 7 FHADEHUC L DT TS, RAICEAZ T oA AT VRE
CIoEAO6NT V3. TLT, 77 741, X£YORBMINIHEDEETH B0
FERAICRNE, Cokleiid, FICEROH B LD ThH 120 LELHIE, 7
7 FADBENHE N, TN AAT=AADTFIRILS X TR 2o T
S12E S, FVYDLDPITHNT L, SN T AHELEMET L%, B
T HBECITOH - T, DS, £Vt =2 7 oiisth 3 C
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=T MIX, ot ABORKEDEETLH B0 i L 7= Book
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Lastly, descend, O my Soul, to the very Center, which is the very Pole,
(for in infinite things, incapable of distinction of parts, Highest and lowest
are all one) and consider to what a land of promise, and heavenly
Hierusalem God will at last bring thee, from the Egypt of this world,
and the most Egyptiacal part, this flesh . . . as when Herod dyed, his Angell
appeared to Joseph in Egypt in a dream, to call him thence; So when
our persecutor, our flesh shall dy, and the slumber of death shall over-
take us in this our Egypt, His Angels...shall call and invite us from
this Egypt to that Canaan.**
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Between which (Egypt and Canaan) (as the Israelites did) we must

pass a desert ; a disunion and divorce of our body and soul, and a solitude

of the grave. In which, the faithful and discreet prayers of them which
stay behind, may much advantage and benefit us, and themselves, if
therby God may be moved to hasten that judgement which shall set
open Heavens greater gates, at which our Bodyes may enter, and to
consummate and accomplish our salvation.®
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