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‘What else did you come for, sir ?

‘Nothing else in the world, sic. Oh dear me! Only to say that I
hoped you was well, and only to ask if Miss Amy was well ?’

‘What’s that to you, sir ?* retorted Mr. Dorrit.

‘It’s nothing to me, sir, by rights. I never thought of lessening the
distance betwixt us, I am sure. 1 know it’s a liberty, sir, but I never
thought you'd have taken it ill....in my poor way, I am too proud
to have come, I assure you, if I had thought so.’

Mr. Dorrit was ashamed. He went back to the window ... he had
been wiping his eyes and he looked tired and ill. (Bk. II, ch. XVIII)
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... pecuniary Testimonials. In the acceptance of those—ha—voluntary

recognitions of my humble endeavours to—hum--to uphold a Tone here

—a Tone—I beg it to be understood that I do not consider myself

compromised. Ha. Not compromised. Ha. Not a beggar. No; I

repudiate the title! (Bk. II, ch. XIX)
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By little and little he began ; laying down his knife and fork with a

noise, taking things up sharply, biting at his bread as if he were offended

with it... At length he pushed his plate from him, and spoke aloud.
With the strangest inconsistency.
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‘What does it matter whether T eat or starve ?  What does it matter
whether such a blighted life as mine comes to an end...What am I
worth to any one? A poor prisoner, fed on alms and broken victuals ;
a squalid, disgraced wretch ... oo

‘O despise me, despise me! Look away from me, don’t listen to me,
stop me, blush for me, cry for me—Even you, Amy! Do it, do it!
I do it to myself!... (Bk.I, ch. XIX)
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‘And yet I have some respect here. I have made some stand against
it. I am not quite trodden down. Go out and ask who is the chief

person in the place. They’ll tell you it’s your father. Go out and ask
who is never trifled with... (Bk. I, ch. XIX)
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I must have been about twelve years old when I began to see how
determinedly those girls patronised me. T was told I was an orphan.
There was no other orphan among us; and I perceived...that they
conciliated me in an insolent pity, and in a sense of superiority. I did
not set this down as a discovery, rashly, I tried them often. I could
hardly make them quarrel with me. When I succeceded with any of
them, they were sure to come after an hour or two, and begin z re-
conciliation. T tried them over and over again...They were always
forgiving me, in their vanity and condescension. (Bk. II, ch. XXI)
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“I HAVE the misfortune of not being a fool. From a very early age
T have detected what those about me thought they hid from me.”

(Bk. II, ch. XXI)
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But let him look at me, in prison, and in bonds here. I endure with-

out murmuring, because it is appointed that I shall so make reparation

for my sins. Reparation! Is there none in this room? Has there

been none here this fifteen years?” (Bk. I, ch. V)
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1 would not, for any worldly recompense 1 can imagine, have him in

a moment, however blindly, throw me down from the station I have

held before him all his life, and change me altogether, into something

he would cast out of his respect, and think detected and exposed.

(Bk. II, ch. XXXI)
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I used to think...that people were all against me because of my first
beginning ; and the kinder they were to me, the worse fault I found in
them. I made it out that they triumphed above me. .. when I know—-
when 1 even knew even then, if I would—that they never thought of
such a thing. (Bk. I, ch. XXXIII)
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