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. Laetitia was written during the year that I changed from
boyheood to manhood, my first vear in College. It is a frightful
experience to grow up, I think, it hurts horribly;... As a matter
of fact, maost folks are afraid te grow up; that’s why they defer
it so long. "
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I stood watching the shadowy fish slide through the gloom of
the millpond. They were grey, descendants of the silvery things
that had darted away from the monks, in the young days when
the valley was lusty.... The thick-piled trees on the far shore
were too dark and sober to dally with the sun; the weeds stood

crowded and motionless. (p.1)
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He was afraid of the town. He was afraid to venture into the
foreign places of life, and all was foreign save the valley of
Nethermere. (p.234)
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Leslie knelt down at her feet. She shook the hood back from
her head, and her ornaments sparkled in the moonlight. Her
face with its whiteness and its shadows was full of fascination,
and in their dark recesses her eyes thrilled George with hidden
magic.... As she turned laughing to the two men, she let her
cloak slide over her white shoulder and fall with silk splendour
of peacock’s gorgeous blue over the arm of the large sette.
There she stood, with her white hand upon the pzacoclk of her

cloak, where it tumbled against her dull orange dress....(p. 251)
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up, retreating, powerless. They belong to some knowledge we
have lost, that I have lest and that I need. I feel afraid. They
seem like something in fate....”
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“I believe I have lost something, ” said she, (p.129)
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“No,” assented Emily., "No scul—and among the snowdrops. ”
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He [Annable] treated me as an affectionate father treats a
delicate son;.... (p.146)
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“The proud fooll—look at it! Perched on an angel, too, as if
it were a pedestal for vanity. That’s the soul of a woman—or
it’s the devil.”

“That’'s the very soul of a lady,” he said, “the very, very
soul.... I should like to wring its neck.”
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Again the bird screamed, and shifted awkardly on its legs;
it seemed to stretch its beak at us in derision. Annable picked
up a piece of sod and flung it at the bird, saying:

“Get out, you screeching devil! God!” hel aughed.... (p. 148)
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. The long vovage in the quiet home was over; we had crossed
the bright sea of ocur vouth,... It was time for us all to go, to
leave the valley of Nethermere whose waters and whose woods
were distilled in the essence of our veins. We were the child-
ren of the valley of Nethermere, a small nation with language
and blood of our own, and to cast ourselves each one into sepa-

rate exile was painful to us. (p.234)
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Nethermere even had changed. Nethermere was no longer a
complete, wonderful little world that held us charmed inhabi-
tants. It was a small, insignificant valley lost in the places of
the earth. (p.263)
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There was a wind running across Nethermere, and on the eager
water blue and glistening grey shadows changed places swiftly.
Along the shore the wild birds rose, flapping in expostulation
as I passed, peawits mewing fiercely round my head, while two
white swans lifted their glistening feathers till they looked like
grand double water-lilies, laying back their orange beaks among
the petals, and fronting me with haughty resentment, charging
towards me intolently. (p.302)
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I had done with the valley of Nethermere. The valley of
Nethermere had cast me out many years before, while I had
fondly believed it cherished me in memory, (p.303)
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He saw I had forgotten to continue my rubbing, and laughing
he took hold of me and began to rub me briskly, as if I were
a child, or rather, a woman he loved and did not fear...., he
put his arm round me and pressed me against him, and the
sweetness of the touch of our naked bodies one against the
other was superb..., ane our love was perfect for a moment,
more perfect than any love I have known since, either for man

or woman. (p.222)
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