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“Ill run away and never come back.” Caddy said. I began
to cry. Caddy turned around and said “Hush.” So I hushed.
Then they played in the branch. Jason was playing too. He
was by himself furtehr down the branch. Versh came around
the bush and lifted me down into the water again. Caddy was
all wet and muddy behind, and I started to cry and she came

and squatted in the water, ©®
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..she was lying in the water her head on the sand spit the

water flowing about her hips there was a little more light in
the water her skirt half saturated flopped along her flanks to
the waters motion in heavy ripples going nowhere renewed
themselves of their own movement I stood on the bank I
could smell the honeysuckle on the water gap the air seemed
to drizzle with honeysuckle and with the rasping of crickets a

substance vou could feel on the flesh...®
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And Father said it’s because you are a virgin: dont you see?
Women are never virgins., Purity is a negative state and there-
fore contrary to nature. It’s nature is hurting you not Caddy
and I said That’s just words and he said So is virginity and I
said you dont know. You cant know and he said Yes. On the

instant when we come to realise that tragedy is second hand. 92
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