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Research on “the Combination of Retirement Homes and Education” at a
Community-based Home Care Center for the Elderly
— The Case of Ningbo M Community’s Practice —

Qianran WANG*

In China there are mainly three ways for the elderly to receive care and spend their retirement life:
1) home care, 2) welfare institution care, and 3) community-based home care. The rising number
of aged, combined with the emergence of the ideal of the nuclear family has affected the lives of the
elderly, and presently more old people tend to utilize welfare institution care and community-based
home during their retirement.

In order to assure the mental satisfaction of the elderly in welfare institutions, a new tendency is to
bring educational activities into the welfare institutions for the elderly. It is called “the combination
of retirement homes and education.” So far, research about “the combination of retirement homes
and education” is limited to public welfare institutions for the elderly. But as public welfare institu-
tions cannot cover the needs for all the elderly who need them, community-based home care has
been advocated as the main way for the elderly to spend their retirement life. Currently, the intro-
duction of educational activities into community-based home care centers presents a new direction
for the development of “the combination of retirement homes and education.”

The purpose of this research is to analyze the new collaboration style of “the combination of retire-
ment homes and education” at the community level at a welfare institution for the elderly. Analyzing
the operation model of Z community-based home service center in M community in Ningbo, this
research suggests the possibility for promoting “a combination of retirement homes and education”
at community level welfare institutions. The results show the merits and problems of introducing a
social enterprise as the third sector of a new operation model of “a combination of retirement homes
and education” at a community level welfare institution. It also implies that educational and welfare
functions for the elderly can be accessed at high-level community-based home care that include
educational activities. Finally, as the practice of “a combination of retirement homes and education”
at community-based home care center develops, the necessity for better collaboration between the
welfare ministry and the education ministry becomes more apparent.

* Student, Graduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University



