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In ‘the Wall’ (1932), Masakazu Nakai claimed that Sheet Glass used as building materials had a new
visual effect on people. Sheet Glass began to be mass-produced in Japan from 1920°’s, and many
buildings used it were constructed after Great Kanto earthquake of 1923. As well as Nakai, Takao
Itagaki was also interested in Glass. He thought that it symbolized Realism by drawing out the most
reasonable thing in life. Because the use of sheet glass for building is pervasive today, we are hard to
imagine, but Glass was considered as important material by some people like Itagaki and Nakai.

In 1930°s, people were getting more concerned about machines and materials. But their feelings
toward the image of human-into-object, which seems to belong to alienation theory, were
ambivalent—expectations or fears at the same time. Nakai also thought that the development of
capitalism took away subjectivity and transformed people into objects. But he tried not to reestablish
subjectivity but to transform one’s self as an object positively. He tried not to build a binomial
confrontation between human body and objects, but to build an inseparable relationship by studying Le
Corbusier, Oskar Becker, and Ernst Cassirer. He called the inseparable relationship ‘standardization’.
It was his own dialectic thinking, which fluidize the separation between subject and object. Meditation
between the two things was called ‘Mittel’. Furthermore, he rephrased ‘Mittel’ to ‘a Canvas’, which
fulfill ‘the cutting’ between subject and object. He thought that Sheet Glass was the canvas. Glass
makes people who see others as subject in a building object seen from outside a building. For Nakai,
who tried to explore his post-human thinking, that is, fluidizing a border between human and objects,
Glass which fluidize dichotomy was a training apparatus for achieving a state of the

human-into-object.
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