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Conceptual metaphors using agriculture to interpret economic activity
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The Japanese expression “tane wo maku (to sow seeds)” is often used express economic activity, but
it is originally an expression from agriculture. In other words, it is thought that humans use agriculture
to express the concept of economic activity. This is known as a “conceptual metaphor”. Conceptual
metaphors are a cognitive mechanism employed to explain a concept (target domain) using a
well-understood phenomenon (source domain).

“Image schemas” play an important role in conceptual metaphors. Image schemas can be described
as the fundamental structuring of our experience. The relationship between a source domain and a
target domain within a conceptual metaphor is based on the fact that the structure of the image schema
within the source domain can be maintained within the target domain. This is based on the “invariance
principle”.

In this paper, we consider how agricultural expressions are used to describe economic activity,

based on examples of use, and clarify how conceptual metaphor is at the basis of this.
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