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From The Unspeakable Thing to The Unhearable Voice

—The change and reception of Yoshiya Nobuko’s Hanamonogatari
o8 & ZOoU YUN

WE

The shojo novel ——Hanamonogatari (Flower Tales) by Yoshiya Nobuko was published by Skdjo
Gaho from 1916 t01924. It drew romantic love stories. Before the Second World War, it also became a
popular work which had been called as a bible for women. Previous researches have discussed the
power relationship between the text’s deviation and the gender norms of “good wife, wise mother”
which have been imposed on the shojo. But by interpreting the text to observe the power relationship,
the previous researches have ignored the author’s writing and the readers’ reading. This paper focuses
on the author/text/readers to discuss the writing activities of Yoshiya, the changing meaning of the
homosocial in the text, and the readers’ comments which had been published on the readers’ corner of
the magazine.

Yoshiya was always being conscious with the conversation on the readers’ corner in the shdjo’s
magazine while writing the novel. Because there were unspeakable things while writing for shojo, the
author decided to publish outside of the current magazine although Hanamonogatari was still
serialized on the magazine. On the other hand, from the beginning to the end of the novels, the text had
been gradually changed into polysemous meaning. While reading the works, readers were forming an
"interpretive community" which eliminated the polysemous meaning of the works and bestowed it with
a new meaning where Hanamonogatari was equivalent to sentimentality. Therefore, the deviation of
the text that the author tried to speak of was reduced to the gender norms that she tried to deviate from.
Thus the unspeakable voice in the shojo magazine has become unhearable voice because of the reading
of the interpretive community.
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