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Tuesday morn. June 13
AND now, Belford, I can go no farther. The affair is over.
Clarissa lives. And I am
Your humble servent,
R. LOVELACE (883)
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1 was quite astonished — All my purposes suspended for a
moments, I knew neither what to say, nor what to do. But, recollect-
ing myself, am I again, thought I, in a way to be overcome and made
a fool of! — If I now recede, I am gone for ever. (880-81)
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And thus, between terror, and the late hour, and what followed, she
was diverted from the thoughts of getting out of the house to Mrs
Leeson’s, or anywhere else. (883)
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I will now, as briefly as the subject will permit, enter into the
darker part of my sad story: and yet I must be somewhat circumstan-
tial, that you may not think me capable of reserve or palliation. The
latter 1 am not conscious that I need. I should be utterly inexcusable,
were I guilty of the former to you. And yet, if you knew how my heart
sinks under the thoughts of a recollection so painful, you would pity
me. (997)
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I thought, transiently, that the tea, the last dish particularly, had an
odd taste. They, on my palating it, observed that the milk was
London wmilk; far short in goodness of what they were accustomed to
from their own dairies.

I have no doubt that my two dishes, and perhaps my hartshorn,
were prepared for me; in which case it was more proper for their
purpose that fhey should help me than that I should help myself. 111
before, I found myself still more and more disordered in my head; a
heavy torpid pain increasing fast upon me. But I imputed it to my
terror. (1008-09)
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Let me cut short the rest. I grew worse and worse in my head; now
stupid, now raving, now senseless. The vilest of vile woman was
brought to frighten me. Never was there so horrible a creature as she
appeared to me at the time.

1 remember, I pleaded for mercy — 1 remember that I said / would
be his — indeed I would be his — to obtain his mercy — But no
mercy found I! — My strength, my intellects, failed me! — And then
such scenes followed — Oh my dear, such dreadful scenes! — fits upon
fits (faintly indeed, and imperfectly remembered) procuring me no
compassion — but death was withheld from me. That would have
been too great a mercy! (1011)
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But mind what followed. At last, somehow, neglecting to satisfy its
hungry maw, or having otherwise disobliged it on some occasion, it
resumed its nature; and on a sudden fell upon her, and tore her in
pieces — And who was most to blame, I pray? The brute, or the lady?
The lady, surelyl — For what ske did, was owut of nature, out of
character at least: what # did, was #n its own nature.(891)
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A strange promiscuous huddle of adventures followed; scenes
perpetually, shifting; now nothing heared from the lady, but sighs,
groans, exclamations, faintings, dyings — from the gentleman, but
vows, promises, protections, disclaimers of purposes pursued; and all
the gentle and ungentle pressures of the lover's warfare. (922)
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Synopsis

The Rape of Clarissa and the Letters of Absence
By Yoichi Kuno

There open several holes or gaps in the middle of Samuel Richardson’s Clarissa.
All these holes are placed where must be some representations concerning the
most crucial event of the novel, thas is, the rape of Clarissa. They are discovered
both in Clarissa’s and Lovelace's letters. First appears Lovelace’s brief announce-
ment of the event; but this letter of his only informs the reader about the end of
execution of his plot and the boundery of its representation within the epistolary
discourse. There is a gap-of information between this letter and his preceding
report on the advance of his plot. On the other hand, Richardson as an editor
authorizes Clarissa’s account on the event to fill up this gap. Her letter succeeds
in clarifying some aspects of Lovelace’s plot, but the essential fact still remains
unclear. Thus the very act of rape of Clarissa evades their discursive representa-
tion, and, as a result, the realistic construction of the novel is finally damaged at

the most decisive point because of these gaps of information.
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But the absence of representation compels Clarissa to choose another rhetorical
position as a letter writer. Up to that time, her basic rhetoricality, that is a sort
of non-rhetoricality as a matter of fact, has been shaped from the model of critical
discourse in the age of the Enlightenment: the faith in communication through the
neutral transparent discourse and achievement of the realistic objectivity. Accord-
ing to this rhetorical model, she tries to reconstruct the affair of violence within
her epistolary discourse. The final absence of representation of its occurrence,
therefore, means the defeat of her discursive activity and the loss of her objective
rhetoricality. While her former medel fails to surmount this difficulty of represen-
tation, her new rhetorical position can be formed contrarily by realizing the
absence in her discourse. Her account on the rape and ten mad papers written just
after the violence, though they cannot fill up the gaps, present the images of
Clarissa in a confused state of mind. These images are not objective reports about
the event at all, but they disclose the figure of her subjectivity which cannot be
seen in the neutral discourse. Her new rhetorical position deeply depends on this
subjectivity, which leaks through the holes of epistolary discourse, and which
makes her possible to speak of her unspeakable experience, of her traumatic
danger of life, the rape. In other words, the rape is the primal scene where she
repeatedly returns, and the holes or gaps in the discourse initiate her into the new
and completely different rhetoricality for the representation of her traumatic

subjectivity.





