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This profession in America has constantly been held in honout, and more
successfully than elsewhere has put forward a claim to the epithet of ‘liberal. Ina
country in which, to play a social part, you must either earn your income or make
believe that you earn it, the healing art has appeared in a high degree to combine
two recognized sources of credit. It belongs to the realm of the practical, which
in the United States is a great recommendation; and it is touched by the light of

sclence — a merit appreciated in a community in which the love of knowledge has
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not always been accompanied by leisure and opportunity. (5)
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We know that she had been deeply and incurably wounded, but the Doctor had
no means of knowing it. He was certainly curious about it, and would have given
good deal to discover the exact truth; but it was his punishment that he never
knew—his punishment, I mean, for the abuse of sarcasm in his relations with his

daughter. (156)
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“There aren’t any beginnings,” Buston said. “Nor any ends. It seems to me that
man has engaged in a blind and fearful struggle out of a past he can’t remember,
into a future he can’t foresee nor understand. And man has met and defeated every
obstacle, every enemy except one. He cannot win over himself. How mankind

hates itself” (262)
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“I want to see,” Burton said. “When you cut your finger, and streptococci get
in the wound, there’s a swelling and a soreness. That swelling is the fight your
body puts up, the pain is the battle. You can’t tell which one is going to win, but
the wound is the first battleground. If the cells lose the first fight the streptococci
invade, and the fight goes on up the arm. Mac, these little strikes are like the

infection.... I want to see, so I go to the seat of the wound.” (147-48)
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Mack studied him. “What’s matter, Doc? Don’t you feel well?”

What do you mean?”

“I mean you temper’s going. You're tired. What is it, Doc?”

Burton put his hands in his pockets. “T don’t know; I'm lonely, I guess. I'm
awfully lonely. I'm working all alone, towards nothing. There’s some compensation
for you people. 1 only hear heartbeats through a stethoscope. You hear them in

the air.” (264-65)
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Innumerable force of Spirits armed,

That durst dislike his reign, and, me preferring,

His utmost power with adverse power opposed

In dubious battle on the plains of Heaven

And shook his throne. What though the field be lost?
Allis not lost— the unconquerable will,

And study of revenge, immortal hate,
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And courage never to submit or yield:

And what is else not to be overcome?
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Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.
All the king’s horses,
And all the king’s men,

Couldn’t put Humpty together again.
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“Doc,” he said, “just don’t you worry. Tll keep your little mitts clean. I'll keep you
clean all over, Doc. T'll put you in that beautiful, antiseptic, sterile, six-million-dollar

hospital, and wrap you in cellophane, untouched by human hands.” (275)
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Synopsis

Intellectualism vs. Anti-Intellectualism:
Representations of the Doctor in the Works of James, Steinbeck and Wasren
Reiko Mackawa

Anti-intellectualism, as Richard Hofstadter points out in his 1963 _4u/-
Intellectnalism in American Life, has had a persistent hold on American
life ranging from religion and education to politics and business. Anti-
intellectualism appears in manifold disguises such as (1) the revolt of the
heart against intellect (2) religious and ideological enthusiasm waging a war
against scientific intellectualism (3) egalitarian and populist protest against
the intellectual classes and (4) agrarian and pre-modern sensitivities against
modern temper. These tangled and complex variants of anti-intellectualism
are reflected in the way American novelists depicted the medical profession.
In the United States, the medical profession is held in great esteemn. The
doctor, as a torch bearer of civilization and a missionary of science, is often
enshrined in the highest stratum of American society and respected for
scientific expertise, moral devotion and intellectual integrity. Yet, the literary
representations of the medical profession in the United States are more
complex and ambiguous. In many cases, the doctor’s intellectual and moral
superiority over others are admired, questioned and refuted alternately.

The doctor plays a pivotal role in each of three novels which will be
examined closely in this study, namely Henry James’s Washington Square
(1880), John Steinbeck’s Iz Dubions Battle (1936), and Robert Penn Warren’s
Al the King’s Men (1946). In each novel there is at least one character who
pits himself/herself against what the fictional doctor seems to represent:
heartless intellect, rational and scientific intellectualism, elitism, and
disregard for folk wisdom and alienation from human and communal ties.

In James’s Washington Sgnare Dr. Austin Sloper, a famed doctor in New
York, is portrayed as a man with extraordinary intellect, who wies to prevent

his daughter Catherine from marrying her Europeanized suitor who he
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cotrectly guesses is interested in her as the heiress of his vast fortune.
James centers his narrative on the way the quiet and modest Catherine tries
to conceal her heart, thus resisting Dr. Sloper’s psychological scrutiny and
manipulation. Catherine’s heart silently cries out against Dr. Sloper’s cold
intellect, which James depicts with an ambiguous mixture of admiration and
suspicion.

Drt. Burton in Steinbeck’s In Dubious Battle is an intellectual reformer
type who tries to support the doomed apple pickers’ strike with his medical
expertise. Mac, an organizer sent from the Party and an ideological zealot,
represents the anti-intellectual, albeit leftist, camp. He plunges into a
dubious battle, increasingly resorting to meaningless violence and ignoring
Burton’s rational advice. The tug-of-war between Burton’s intellect and
Mac’s blind and wrong-headed activism comes to an end when Steinbeck
drops the doctor from his narrative by making him leave the strikers’ would-
be utopia. Burton’s scientific objectivity and detachment made him a lonely
figure separated from the mass of workers, as well as the human race in
general.

In A/l the King’s Men Adam Stanton, an elite surgeon and son of the ex-
governot, falls from grace when he kills Governor Willie Stark, a fictional
character based on Huey Long. Adam’s upper class upbringing coupled
with educational advantage and urban sophistication is contrasted with
Willie’s rural boyhood, self-learning and populist sentiments, Willie, feeding
on poor farmers’ grudge against privileged classes, becomes an almost
dictatorial “kingfish.” Willie, wittingly or unwittingly, undermines the moral
authotity of the old establishment to which Adam belongs. Willie, the man
of action, and Adam, the man of ideas, destroy each other, thus obliterating
both Adam’s pure intellect and Willie’s blind, unthinking and sometimes
inhuman pragmatism.

The re-examination of these three novels shows that the way the
medical profession has been depicted in American literature is fraught

with paradoxes and contradictions. America’s admiration for the doctor as
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a pragmatic scientist is intermixed with its suspicion of “eggheads,” pale
intellectuals and elitism. A further exploration of representations of the
medical profession in American literature might give us a useful insight into

yet another dimension of anti-intellectualism in America.





