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As one critic has suggested, nations themselves ate natrations. The power to
narrate, or to block other narratives from forming and emerging, is very important
to culture and imperialism, and constitutes one of the main connections between
them. Most important, the grand narratives of emancipation and enlightenment
mobilized people in the colonial world to rise up and throw off impetial subjection;
in the process, many Europeans and Ameticans were also stirred by these stories
and their protagonists, and they too fought for new narratives of equality and

human community. (Said xiif)
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As Claudia Tate has argued, literature relating “other stories about the desire of
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black subjects that do not fit the Western hierarchical paradigm of race as exviusion,
vulnerability, and deficiency” (emphasis added) have repelled both white and black

critics who are unsure how to place such stories in the African American canon.

(201)
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The book which now appears before the public may be of interest in relation to

a question which the late agitation of the subject of slavery has raised in many
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thoughtful minds; viz. — Are the race at present held as slaves capable of freedom,

self-government, and progress? (Webb xix)
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It was at the close of an afternoon in May, that a party might have been seen
gathered around a table covered with all those delicacies that, in the household of a
rich Southern planter, are regarded as almost necessaries of life. In the centre stood
a dish of ripe strawberries, their plump red sides peeping through the covering of

white sugar that had been plentfully sprinkled over them. (Webb 1)
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As he was leaving the room, he stopped before the picture which had so engaged
his attention, when Mr, Walters entered.

“So you, too, are attracted by that picture,” said Mr. Walters, with a smile. “All
white men look at it with interest. A black man in the uniform of a general officer
is something so unusual that they cannot pass it with a glance.”

“Tt is, indeed, rather a novelty,” replied Mr. Garie, “particularly to a person from

my part of the country. Who is it?”" (123)
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In Philadelphia, the site of the largest concentration of free blacks in the United
States and a refuge for many whites and blacks from the French colonies, there was
a deep concern over the welfare of Haid. James Forten, the rich sail maker and
black leader, explained his community’s deep interest in the future of Haid in 1817:
Haiti, he said, was an example of what blacks could achieve; proof that blacks in
America “would become a great nation” and they “could not always be detained in

their present bondage. (8)
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I repeat, take courage, and you will see that when the French are few we shall harass
them, we shall beat them, we shall burn the harvests and retire to the mountains.
They will not be able to guard the country and they will have to leave. Then I shall

make you Independent. There will be no more whites among us.” (James 314~15)
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Then came the supper. Oh! such a supper! — such quantities of nice things as
money and skill alone can bring together. There were turkeys innocent of a bone,
into which you might plunge your knife to the very hilt without coming in contact
with a splinter — turkeys from which cunning cooks had extracted every bone

leaving the meat alone behind, with the skin not perceptibly broken. (376)
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Synopsis

Black Nationalism in the Antebellum Black Novel:
The Influence of the Haitian Revolution on The Garies and Their Friends
Suzuko Shindo

In recent decades, black novels written before the Civil War have been
newly reprinted. Most of the authors were free or fugitive blacks. Before
these books were rediscovered and reprinted, black people in the antebellum
era could not be called a nation in the sense alluded to by Edward Said,
“nations themselves are narrations.” Among the black novels, Frank }.
Webb’s The Garies and Their Friends published in London in 1857 is unique
in that it does not describe any problems or pain arising from southern
slavery. Actually, it is the first novel that portrayed the life of free blacks
in the North. The novel had not come into notice until it was reprinted in
1969 in the US, where there was only one copy available at the time. My aim
here is to provide evidence that under the surface of common city living
there is strong black nationalism similar to the policies of the black warriors
of the Haitian Revolution.

The Garies is “a family of peculiar construction” made up of a white
plantation owner, his mulatto wife and their two children, the latter three
assumed to being slaves in the eyes of Georgian law. To secure the liberty
of his family in the North, Mr. Garie decides to move to Philadelphia at the
time of mounting antd-abolitionist sentiment. Strange as it may sound, the
central figures are not the Garies but the city’s black community who resist
the violence and blatant racial discrimination and finally overcome incredible
odds. During a violent riot, Walters, a black millionaire, behaves like a
spiritual pillar of Philadelphia free blacks. Walters represents Toussaint
L’Ouverture, an ex-slave who led a nation-wide slave revolt and greatly
contributed to the elimination of slavery and the establishment of Haiti as
the first republic ruled by people of African ancestry.

As a legal guardian, Walters dares to determine the future of the Garie
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children after their parents were driven to death by a white mob, making
the daughter live as a black and the son pass as a white. The son dies of
tuberculosis after a long period of suffering due to the separation from his
white fiancé and a broken heart caused by his childhood friend’s revelation
of his identity as a black. At the end of the story, most of the white
characters disappear from Walters’ society. The last Garie, Emily, marries
the son of a black family and inherits immense wealth and property. The
fortune had been amassed through the exploitation of slave labor on the
Georgian plantation and further increased by the man who killed Mr. Garie.
Economic standing between the white and black characters came to be
completely reversed.

What Webb did in the novel was unbelievably radical in that it affirms
the coming of the age when free black people succeed in living a life of
“freedom, self-government and progress,” dismissing the doubt expressed
in the preface written by Harriet Beecher Stowe. An unforeseen twist in the
novel is that the main white characters are banished from Whaltets’ society,
reminding us of the fact that Haiti cast out or slaughtered all the white
colonists after it achieved independence. The Garies had no choice but to
appeal to a white readership when most black people were forbidden to
read and write. It is a tacit but bold challenge to the status quo for Webb to

create a rich black community in the middle of white hegemony.





