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A Study on the Effects of the Abolition of the Kominkan System
on Community Care
—The Case of Tosacho, Kochi

Takashi OMURA"

This study purposes to clarify the actual conditions of community care after the abolishment of the
Komankan system. In particular, we elaborate the logic behind the creation of educational practices
introduced by the council of social welfare for people in need of community care services.

This research project performed fieldwork in the town, Tosacho, Kochi. We conducted participant
observations, historical document acquisition, and semi-structured interviews with the staff of the
council of social welfare, the staff of the board of education, as well as others connected to the prac-
tices created. We also performed group interviews with those who had been participants.

The research revealed the following: First, the community care services practices consist of both
welfare and educational aspects. Caring practices were exhibited and a respect for posterity ex-
pressed through activities that emphasized the importance of the handing down of local traditional
skills. This educational aspect is similar to the practices of Kominkan on two points: First, the en-
couragement of mutual and organized group education is noted and second, the beliefs of the council
of social welfare that form the core of the creation of educational practices are exhibited. The neces-
sary function inherent in the Kominkan system was to improve the quality of life through education.
Preparing an opportunity for education as well as the actual learning of the residents was believed a
requirement that would improve a community work ethic.

This research concludes that the abolishment of the Kominkan system affected consciousness
regarding the necessity of an entity that functions to offer an opportunity for citizen education. In
response to this, the council of social welfare came to take on the role of improving community work
as well as providing a public place where education and welfare could complement one another.
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