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Un/Representation: New Approaches to East Asian Humanities
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Representation of history and culture, whether in academia,
mass/popular media, visual and film art, etc., is always-
already a selective process that includes both inclusion
and exclusion. In other words, it is a Janus-faced process
combining remembering and forgetting, imagining and ig-
noring, representation and un/representation. This twinned
process of un/representation produces biased images of
the past, present, and possible futures. Typically, scholars
focus on the obverse of representation. By exploring both
obverse and reverse using case studies of subjects includ-
ing race/ethnicity, sex/gender, sexuality, age, and political
representation from Japanese and East Asian contexts,
this conference will suggest new approaches to the human-
ities generally and East Asian studies specifically. Speakers
from diverse disciplinary backgrounds will address a broad
range of issues, from the hidden materiality of technological
modernism to Japan's relations with internal and external
others and the power relations immanent within hegemonic

discourses of mainstream “Japaneseness.”
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