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Female Teachers' Social Educational Activities in Colonial Korea

Jeongyun LEE (Research Fellow of the Center for Lifelong Study and Career Education,
Associate Professor University of Tokyo)

There are very few studies of female teachers in colonial Korea, especially those of Korean
female teachers. Furthermore, only fragmentary research has been conducted on female
teachers' activities outside school, in other words, on social education activities. There are
three types of female teachers in colonial Korea. 1. Women's missionaries from Europe and
the United States; 2. Japanese female teachers who came from Japan, and 3. Female teachers
trained in Korea.

This study focuses on the actual situation and the role of Korean female teachers trained in
Korea. In particular, this study clarified one aspect of the female teacher group in colonial
Korea by considering female teachers' social education activities.

First, female teachers at public schools were forced to work on Japanese language education
and social reinforcement for children and local residents alongside their main duties.

Secondly, female teachers at private schools (primarily secondary schools and mission
schools) voluntarily participated in the activities of organizations outside the school alongside
their main duties, while also conducting education and enlightenment activities for children
and women.

Third, the number of female Korean teachers who worked in regular schools is very small, at
about 8,000 as of 1943. Many out-of-school children and women were educated by female
teachers who taught at private educational facilities (night schools, training schools, Sunday

schools, bible schools, etc.).
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