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A Study of the Creation and Development of Motoko Hani’s
Thoughts on Home Education:
Focus on the authorial editing intention of
Kater no Tomo and Kater Jyogaku Kougt

XU ZHENZHEN"

By analyzing the edited intentions and distinguishing features of two magazines - Katei no Tomo
(Friend of Home, 1903.4-1908.12) and Katei Jyogaku Kougi (Lecture for Women and Home,
1906.4-1907.12), this study examines how Motoko Hani’s thoughts on home education were created
and developed during the late Meiji period.

Teruyuki Kobayashi, who conducted historical research on the home education of Modern Japan,
pointed out that Hani’s home education theory was one of the most systematized in the Taisho period
(Kobayashi, 1982). Like Kobayashi, many previous studies regarding Hani’s pedagogy and method-
ology concentrated on the Taisho and Showa periods. Yet Hani edited Katei no Tomo from 1903,
establishing her own magazine, Kater Jyogaku Kougi, in 1907, during the Meiji period, from which
she developed her own ideas about her theory. This study analyzes the contents of these magazines
in order to elucidate how Hani’s home education ideas were systematized, and what the driving force
behind it was.

This research demonstrates that there were interactions between Hani and certain experts. Their
theories and practices, notable in Katei: no Tomo, influenced her thoughts on home education. Mid-
dle-class women who had gained general knowledge from reading Katei Jyogaku Kougt, became an
important source of new readership and a catalyst for Hani’s reflections on the growing expertise of
the subject. This research shows how Hani’s home education ideas could not be systematized until
women’s readership was consolidated. Having secured this at this time, the systemization of Hani’s
ideas on home education can be said to have begun during the later Meiji period. This study also re-
veals that the driving force behind Hani’s home education theory was spirituality, and suggests that
the specific characteristics of this spirituality require further research.

* Student, Graduate School of Education and Human Development, Nagoya University






