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Toward an Institutional Analysis of Autonomous "Mutual Assistance Payments"
in Asian Countries: Thailand, Indonesia, Cambodia, and South Korea

oA I " =i
EGUCHI Tomoaki

This study aims to suggest a method of generalizing a theory pertaining to an original micro foun-
dation in terms of its institutional approaches and ideologies, through an empirical case in Cambodia,
and its comparison among other Asian countries; Thailand, South Korea and Indonesia as developing
ones.

We begin our discussion by focusing on theoretical developments and these limits in Economics,
from the perspective of Institutional Economics (Section 1). We suggest the possibility of there being
original mechanisms of autonomous mutual assistance, instead of official aid; formal Social Security
Institutions. I present the preliminary results of a joint research where we analyzed questionnaire sur-
vey conducted in Cambodia and other three Asian countries (Section 2-3). In brief, our survey results
suggest the presence of a kind of private redistribution mechanism in these countries commonly, in-
volving several differences among human relationships or cultural and religious elements. Finally, T
draw a map connecting certain institutional ideas such as the difference between "formal" and "infor-

mal" institutions to analyze whole of system of Social welfare states in Asian countries (Section 4).
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