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Abstract

Book distribution and the controlled economy:
On the national book distributors of the Japanese Empire

Yoshitaka HIBI

This paper reconsiders the control of book distribution within the Japanese colonial empire
during the Asia-Pacific War, focusing on three points: the position of book distribution in the
controlled economy as a whole, the relationship between the national control of economy and
private businesses such as wholesalers and retailers of books, and the difference between the national
system of haikyi (distribution) and profit-seeking business. I clarify the connection between national
policies concerning the controlled economy and the establishment of book distribution companies
such as the Japan Publication Distribution Co., Ltd. (Nippai) and Manchuria Book Distribution
Co., Led. (Manpai). Additionally, I demonstrate that, paralleling national economic controls,
important publishing business organizations actively sought to create industry controls. Lastly, I
argue that because the accepted narrative which positions Nippai as the precursor to postwar book
distribution systems requires serious reconsideration because it is based on the misapprehension of
Nippai as a profit-seeking business.

Keywords: controlled economy, book distribution, Japan Publication Distribution Co., Ltd.
(Nippai), Manchuria Book Distribution Co., Ltd. (Manpai), distribution (haikyi)
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