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Hu Shih’s View on the Form and Substance of Chinese Literature

Daiki YAMASHITA"

Hu Shih (1891-1962) is well-known as the key founder of literature reform (3CE:# ) in mod-
ern China. One of his papers “Wenxue gailiang chuyi ( X224 R #7## ) played an important role
at the onset of literature reform, in which he proposed the adoption of vernacular Chinese as the
language of new literature. His view on the form and substance of literature was exposed to bitter
criticism from the Chinese Marxists. Because of the class struggles in the mid of 1950s, his theory
was overly regarded as an idealism approach in opposition to materialism.

This paper analyzes Hu Shih’s statements concerning the form and substance of Chinese litera-
ture. The analysis of this paper reveals that Hu Shih fixed the order of priority for reforming Chinese
literature from form to substance. He gave priority to the richer substance for new literature as he
believed that the rich substance of new literature could only be expressed after the problems sur-
rounding the rigid forms of Chinese literature were removed.
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