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The Forest Physiognomy of the Okureki—-yama Forest in Kashio— and
Ohkawara—village in Shinsyu during the Early Modern Japan
II. The forest and people in the 1760s shown by the documents about trees

Teruo MATSUBARA
School of Informatics and Sciences, Nagoya University

Abstract

Since the first formal document about trees in the Tokugawa forest in Shinsyu
Ohkawara village was offered to the Tokugawa Shogunate in 1724 by the village
officials, the same kind of documents were offered many times afterwards till the
end of the Edo period. As a consequence of several large scale deforestations and
other reasons such as erosion and tree—withering, many timber trees were lost from
the forest. Then the village officials offered a new document about trees in 1766.
The original form of the new document was a precise record of trees in each
smaller—division of the forest. The finance ministry (Kanjo—bugyo—sho) of the
Tokugawa Shogunate, which had some doubts about the document, investigated the
village officials and the state of the forest for about 4 years. This paper describes
the state of the forest in the 1760s shown by the documents of that period, and
recounts the course of the investigations.
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N E¥E(Management of a forest). Fx& A < (Forest and people)
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