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Two Mothers:
A Reading of Mukherjee’s Leave It to Me

KOIKE Rie

Abstract

Leave It to Me is Mukherjee’s last novel in the 20™ century and the third of her
American trilogy. This novel presents the idea and possibility of clarifying the initial “D”
after emphasizing its destructive power. | will discuss Leave It to Me by showing
Mukherjee’s intention, her attitude of going beyond the limiting boundaries of the past—in
the novel represented by the genes of the protagonist’s bio-parents—. In the novel
Mukherjee reveals the true meaning of the initial “D” as in “Destruction is Creation’s
necessary prelude.” It may be true that there is no way to change one’s past and genetic tie
which seemingly restricts one’s present and future nature and behavioral patterns.

Focusing on the words “clarity” and “justice,” the initial “D” of the female protagonist
Debby/Devi in the novel is hypothesized to be such a ferocious element that, for the
purpose of exacting “justice” distinguished from “vengeance,” will destroy something or
someone who betrays her. Apparently this element has been partly inherited from her bio-
father, a serial killer, Romeo Hawk. However, in fact, it must have come from the goddess
Devi in Hindu legend, whose power is introduced in the prologue. In the novel Mukherjee
suggests a chance and possibility to transform and clarify one’s nature.
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. May | ask when you will die?
: Between July 27, 2003 and July 27, 2004, according to my horoscope.

. How seriously do you take this?

 n ZZ o»m

. Other pronouncements in my horoscope have come true. So, with the year of my fore-
told death approaching pretty fast, | realize I'm balancing both a Hindu way of com-
puting important events in my life and the fact that 1 am in love with the American
mythology that you make your future, you make your life.

S: Horoscopes have been important in your fiction. In Desirable Daughters, Tara’'s

horoscope says she’ll die 20 years before her husband.

M: And Jasmine, too, which is a novel about balancing a traditional Indian faith in destiny
by an American immigrant who has broken with tradition in some ways by leaving
the original culture—deliberately deracinating herself.

S: This sounds like a description of your life and your literature. You've done both.

M: Yes, yes, absolutely. Nevertheless, the first and last events—birth and death—for a

Hindu, at least of my generation, are ruled by the horoscope. But the middle part of

my life has been being an American, in the sense of pushing frontiers, making myself;

it's been about desire, ambition, being my own guide. And now, suddenly, | have to

wonder: Will it, my death foretold, really happen? O SchochJ
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The inherited culture insists that accidents of impulse and geography have made home-
lessness my permanent condition; the adopted culture tries to persuade me that home is

where | choose to invest love and loyalty. [0 1400
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It's Bangla that exercises motherly restraint over my provisional, immigrant identity.
Mother-Bangla is fixed; 0 110
[A] second language, a school language, was necessary to liberate their minds from their

bodies, their self from their community. 0 230
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The fluid concept of time inherited through Bangla's use of kal and the “magic realism”
inherited from the Hindu epics inform my writing about immigrants in North American
cities. [0 230
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Jasmine (1989), The Holder of the World (1993) and Leave It to Me, constitute, in her view,
a trilogy of “first contact novels” that probe “the politics of identity.” [0 Basbanes 0 [
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I made up my mind to find out if | was someone special or just another misfit. ... | began
to understand about mugged identities. There was something to nature over nurture, and

to the tyranny of genes. 0 160
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For David Fetchheimer, unraveler of myth and mystery

OooooooooooMmythDO0OO0OO0OO0O0O00O0O0M@MOOCOO0@M mysteryD 0000
comoboooooooooooooboooooooooooooboooooooooogon
000000000 00oooo0o0o0OgOoooDebby/DeviDO 0000 Oooooooong
oooooooooooooobooboooobboooobbooooboboooobooooobbooDboboOooD
oooooooooooooobobooobbooobboooobooooobooooobboooDboboooDn
cooooooooooooobobooobooooboooooboboooobobooobboooboboOooon
ooo30000000000000000000000000 M foreignness0OO0O0O0O0
cobooooooooobooobobooobboOoOobboOooobooooOoboOoooOoboOooobooon
cooooooooobooooboooOobOOoOooOOoOoOobOOoOoOobObocOoOobOboOooDboboOooon
coooooboobooobooooOooOoboOoooOobooooo
gobocoobomooooooobooooboooooobooboooooooobooooon
coboooobooooobooobbooobobodooobooooooOoooOoooooOoboOoooboOoon
coooooooooboooobobooobooobooooooooooooobboOooobooOoon
oooooooooooboooboboooboboooboOoooooooboOoooDoDboOoooDooOooo
oooooooooooooooboooboooooOooooOoooboooobboooDboboOooon
O000ooooooo0oooooo00moooDOOdU Desirable Daughters 20020
00000000 Tree Bride 20040 0 0000000000000 DOOOOOOOOOOO
OnatureD 00000000 OCOOOODOOOCOOOOOOOCOODOOOOOOOOOOOO
OoooooooooooooooOooo0oO0O00o0ooomoooooOnogenetic tied O
coooooooooooooboobooOobOboOoOoOboOoOooOOoOoOoOooOooOoboOoooDooboOooon
cobbooboobooooboobOoboobomoooooobOoboobooobOOoboooooon
cobooooboooobooooboooOobOOoOoOoboOoOoOoOobocOoOooOooOoobObOooDboOooon
coobooooobooboboooboooOooooOoOoobooOooOobo0oboOooooboooo

0350



oooo

gogogooboobbooodadd

0000000000oo00o0ooo0o0Uooooooooooooooooooooo
0obDO00Oo0O00O00ooO00oUDO0D0UO0DO0DmMUoooO0oooooOooooooo
000000 0O Destruction is Creation’s necessary prelude 2110 00000000000
0000000000000 0D00D00D00O00DO0DO000DODOOO0ODOIdestruction/vio-
lence/murder0 0000 0000000000000 D0O0O0O0OOO0OO0OOOOOOOOOOOO
gooooooddddddddiooooo o g
Olan Stewart0 000000000000 0—000000O00O0O0OO0OO0O—dDoes God
Play Dice? —The Mathematics of Chaos—1 0 0000000000000 O0ODOOOO “Hin-
duism and the Art of Mechanical Maintenance”0 0 0000000000 OOO

In classical Hindu mythology the cosmos passes through three major phases: creation,
maintenance, and destruction—mirroring birth, life, and death. Brahma is the got of cre-
ation, Vishnu the god of maintenance (order), and Shiva the god of destruction (disorder)
0220
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They know that the Cosmic Spirit (assuming the appearance of gods) continually makes,
unmakes and remakes the world they live in. They know that it also created goddess
Devi and endowed her with the will to save and the strength to kill, and it charged her
with the mission of slaying the Buffalo Demon who had usurped the throne in the king-

dom of heavenly beings. 0 0 O

[T]he Cosmic Spirit will smile on its daughter-goddess, then go back to creating, preserv-

ing, breaking and re-creating the cosmos as always. [0 00 [
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There are only two categories of people, those with wants, and those with needs. [0 3601
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Devi came to me as the opposite of a character I'd written earlier, Jasmine from the novel
Jasmine. ... [T]he most important idea ... was that [Devi] prizes clarity over everything
else. What she understands, in retrospect, is that there’s a huge difference between

vengeance and justice. [0 Hogan 0O O
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Debby vs. Devi
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He didn’t realize that a few of us are given chance after chance because we have life

after life to get it right. O 450
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A lot of people reminded of people I'd known, like we’d all drifted west till we’d run out

of land, and then’d started to mutate a little ... 0 710

O000000GabeD OO0 OOODOO looked like Wyatt, and kind of talked like Wyatt, too 7111
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Next time we came with Faustine, and more cigarettes. That was the name we gave, we
named our orphans like typhoons, Adele, Bela, Catherine... she was our sixth that year,

such a pretty little imp. 00 1250
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Debby DiMartino died and Devi Dee birthed herself on the Donner Pass at the precise

moment a top-down Spider Veloce with DEVI vanities (driver’s blond hair billowing

around a clamp of expensive speakers, cigarette cueing imaginary music) cut me off in
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front of the Welcome to California Fruit Inspection Barrier to take the only open slotd 620
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“Devi is not a name to find and choose. It has to find you.” ... “Devi is the female gender
of Deva,” Ma Varuna went on. ... “But you are trailing no aura of light. ... ‘Deva’ comes

from the Sanskrit word ‘shine.” You are not a shiny woman.” [0 2040
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Devi arm-wrestled Debby. | was quicker, stronger as Devi; my intuitions were sharper,
my impulsiveness rowdier. As Devi, | came into possession of my mystery genes. Thank
you, Clear Water. And you, too, thank you, “Asian National.”

And thank you, Baby Fong, and what the heck, Frankie, too, for forcing me to deal with
my not being a real DiMartino. ... [The Golden State] offered immunity from past and

future sins. Goodbye, Debby DiMartino. Long live Devi Dee. [0 64-650]
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3. Slang aggrev. Of Detective n. CF. D 111. 3.
1882 Sydney Slang Dict. 3/2 Dee (D.), a detective policeman. ... 1949 E. DE Mauny Hunts-

man in Career 127 You’ve got to look out, if the dees come.
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The moon was a pale scar in the sky’s star-pocked face. ... When | opened my eyes again,
Larry was racing down the rise to where the two corpses lay; ... he hacked a thumb and
a toe off Beth, who didn’t have a head left to ravage, ...
That's when | shot [Larry]. That's why | shot him. The why and when of that moment
are joined like Siamese twins.

Each of us has two brains, one in the gut and one in the skull. ... My skull-brain must

have asked the why the very moment that my gut-brain was shouting the when. 0 1730
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Violent propensities. The sea has them, the Earth rocks with them. | claim my inheri-
tance, kneeing Bio-Dad so hard ... that it tumbles him. 00 2350
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Ham introduced the woman as Jess DuPree, the Jess of media escort agency Leave It to
ME, didn’t I remember him calling her that first time | stopped by his office? ... “ME”
Jess said. “Media Escort, get the pun?” [0 1130
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When you inherit nothing, you are entitled to everything: that's the Devi Dee philosophy.
0670
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“[T]he sins of my youth have come back to haunt me big time,” she said.
I know about the blackmailer, Jess. [1 18601
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I drove him because he was the scatter of seeds from which I'd sprouted. 0 21600
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1. A lover, a passionate admirer; a seducer, a habitual pursuer of women
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hawk n.1 3. fig
Applied to a person, in various senses derived from the nature of the bird of prey. e.g. one
who preys on others, a rapacious person, a sharper or cheat; one who is keen and grasp-

ing; an officer of the law who pounces on criminals
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[T]he original transliteration of ... surname was H-a-q, ... a familiar Muslim nomenclature.

H-a-w-k was the invention of Catholic nuns in Saigon ... in the absence of birth certificates

of mother and son, questions of race, ethnicity, et cetera, are lacking evidentiary confirma-

tion. ... the East has played a greater part than the West in the life and character forma-

tion of Romeo Hawk. [J 180-18100
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“You had to have been there, Devi! There’s no describing that erotic moment.”
My beginning, | thought. I' ve just heard my beginning. ...
| saw what Jess'd felt. My father-her god, my devil-rocked her in his arms. [0 15501

000000000 DOO00O000O0D000DO0OOne of his early victims, in fact, was his baby
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What have | done but what my mothers did? The one who gave me birth, and the one |

am just beginning to claim. 0 0 O
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My mothers, luminous as dewdrops in dawnlight, weightless as the wings of a newborn

dragonfly, float towards me from the place where | was born. 0 0 0
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I have no clear memory of my birthplace, only of the whiteness of its sun, the harsh-
ness of its hills, the raspy moan of its desert winds, the desperate suddenness of its twi-

light: these | see like the pattern of veins on the insides of my eyelids. 0 00 O

But there’s another part | try to keep secret, the part that sings to moons and dances

with stars. It's just that Debby DiMartino has no weight, no substance. [J 100]
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Physicists and fantasists suspect that someday there will be one simple equation to
express and explain all the problems of all the galaxies. My big toe, ... , is also the TOE:
the Theory of Everything. 0 2390
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