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A Microeconometric Analysis of Social Distance and Children’s
Health Outcomes:

Evidence of Indigenous People in Rural Guatemala

Abstract

NAKAGAMI Masafumi”

This paper examined two hypotheses as causes of child height differences between the

groups of indigenous people in rural Guatemala classified by mother’s language usage. First,

the returns from medical doctors differ by the groups because of the existence of “social

distance” in utilizing medical doctors in public health centers/posts. Second, the returns

from social services differ by the groups because of “social positions in the community.” The

estimates of anthropometric demand function, by Continuous Updating Estimator, indicate

that the hypothesis “social distance” explains a part of child height difference between

“indigenous people speak indigenous language at home” and “indigenous people speak

Spanish at home.”
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