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ABSTRACT

Kanji Learning Strategy on Writing and Reading

Manami MARUYAMA

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between Kanji learning strategy and
writing and reading errors in two kanji compound words. In study 1, writing errors were examined.
Participants were 136 undergraduate students. The dominant error patterns were the phonologi-
cally-related- and the orthographically-related-errors. The semantically-centered learning strategy
was effective to reduce the phonologically-related-errors. Repeated strategy was not effective to
write the exact shape of Kanjis. In the study 2, reading errors were examined. Participants were 114
undergraduate (113) and graduate (1) students. The major errors were the mix-ups of the readings
of Kanjis with similar forms. As to learning strategy, there were the organization and rehearsal.
It was shown that these strategies have independent nature. There was no relationship between
reading errors and two Kanji learning strategies.

Key words: Kanji learning, Organization, Rehearsal, Kanji writing, Kanji reading
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