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ABSTRACT

Hierarchical Structure of the Concepts of Living and Animated Beings

Mitsuyo FUSE

The purpose of this study is to examine the hierarchical structure of the concepts of living and
animated beings in adults. The main questions were whether participants distinguish living concepts
and animate concepts. 89 undergraduate students were asked to tell whether objects were living or
animated. Furthermore, they were asked to judge whether objects moves, have a heart, resembles
people. In 42 objects used in this study, animals, plants, and inanimate objects were included. The
data were analyzed with cluster analysis, factor analysis and multidimensional scaling. The results
of cluster analysis showed that there are two separate categories about each question. The results
of factor analysis showed that three subscales. The results of the multidimensional scaling showed
these categories vary along two- dimensions.

Key words: living concepts, animate concepts, Folkbiology
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