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There was something about the way the old man said the word
““comfortable.”” It had a different meaning not the comfort of big
houses or rich food or even clean streets, but the comfort of belonging
with the land, and the peace of being with these hills. (117)
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Lawrence Buell

Every place signifies; every place, every creature has a story connected
with it that forms a web of significance (always in process, not a constant)
within which human thought assumes form and meaning. (Buell 287)
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Tayo

““white smoke~*(14)

Tayo Josaiah
Rocky
Ts’eh Montano
Tayo

The mountain outdistanced their [white men’s] destruction, just as love
had outdistanced death. The mountain could not be lost to them [Native
Americans], because it was in their bones; Josiah and Rocky were not far
away. They were close; they had always been close. And he loved them
then as he had always loved them, the feeling pulsing over him as strong
as it had ever been. (219)
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They [stories] aren't just entertainment
Don't be fooled. They are all we have, you see,
all we have to fight off
illness and death.

The only cure
| know
Is a good ceremony,
that's what she [Thought-Woman] said. (2-3)

Medicine Man
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His sickness was only part of something larger, and his cure would be
found only in something great and inclusive of everything. (125-26)

Tayo

Tayo

Tayo ““witchery~~

Buell  Ceremony

Silko capitalizes brilliantly on the historical facts that uranium was mined
on Laguna land and that the Laguna —— including both Tayo and Silko
herself ——are an extensively hybridized people. These contingencies
allow her to develop a fiction of Tayo's cure both as an intensely
particularized story of a reservation lad's retribalization and as a case
study of a sickness of global scope. (Buell 286)

Buell Silko
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““Witchery~~ Ceremony

If the white people never looked beyond the lie, to see that theirs was a
nation built on stolen land, then they would never be able to understand
how they had been used by the witchery. . . . The lies devoured white
hearts, and for more than two hundred years white people had worked to
fill their emptiness; they tried to glut the hollowness with patriotic wars
and with great technology and the wealth it brought. And always they had
been fooling themselves, and they knew it. (191)

“the lie~ Tayo
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Tayo

Tayo

The lines of cultures and worlds were drawn in flat dark lines on fine light
sand, converging in the middle of witchery's final ceremonial sand
painting. . . . He [Tayo] knelt and found a ore rock. . . . But they [whites]
had taken these beautiful rocks from deep within earth and they had laid
them in a monstrous design, realizing destruction on a scale only they
could have dreamed. (246)

Tayo

Medicine Man
““acircle of death””(246)

Buell ““Antiweb””(Buell 287)
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““witchery~~

Witchery works to scare people, to make them fear growth. But it has
always been necessary, and more than ever now, it is. Otherwise we won't
make it. We won't survive. That's what the witchery is counting on: that
we will cling to the ceremonies the way they were, and then their power
will triumph, and the people will be no more. (126)

Old Betonie
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Silko
Louis Owens
(Owens 95)

Tayo



58

It had been a close call. The witchery had almost ended the story
according to its plan....The ear for the story and the eye for the pattern
were theirs [American Natives]; the feeling was theirs: we came out of

this land and we are hers. (253-55)
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He stepped carefully, pushing the toe of his boot into the weeds first to
make sure the grasshoppers were gone before he set his foot down into the
crackling leathery stalks of dead sunflowers. (155)
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Buell

““self-relinquishment” 1Buell 157)
Ceremony Tayo
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Notes
1 Ecocriticism William
Rueckert, “Literature and Ecology: A Try of Ecocriticism,” lowa Review 9.1, (Winter
1978): 71-86.
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Lucy Maddox, Removals : Nineteenth-Century American Literature and the Politics of
Indian Affairs (New York : Oxford University Press, 1991), 15-49.
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