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Stone Spindles in Kakumazaki Shell Mound in Akita Prefecture
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Abstract

Kakumazaki Shell Mound is valuable as few shell mounds in areas along the Sea of Japan.
Since a long time ago, Kakumazaki shell mound has been watched, and excavated by Ichiro
Mutoh, Dr. Sanesige Komaki, and Dr. Bunei Tsunoda. Many stone spindles have been unearthed
in each excavation. In Tsunoda Collection, stone spindles are abundance, too. There are two
theories with application of stone spindle. One is stone spindle is used for fish net, another is
for knitwork. Above the difference of opinion, integration of way to measure stone spindle has
been argued by Dr. Makoto Watanabe, propounder of knitwork-theory. The author measured
stone spindles in conformity to that method. As a result, average weight of stone spindles in
Kakumazaki Shell Mound is 168.9g, heavier than standard spindle for fish net in Jomon Period.
The deviation of weight is also better for knitwork-theory.
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