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Analysis and examination of ‘codewords’ used in qualitative
observational research on school use of computers

Takashi OTANI"®

This paper is on ‘codewords’ which are used in author’s qualitative observational research on
school use of computers. In the first half of the paper, author writes on qualitative research,
functions of codewords in the research, differences between the codewords and key words for
document retrieval, rules of codewords’ creation, and rules of coding. In the latter half, author
first categorizes all his codewords into certain number of categories, and then examines the
characteristics of all his codewords and compare them with those of other research group’s
codewords. He also analyzes the nature of distribution of number of usage of all his codewords.
Finally he writes a conclusion and considers avenues of future research.
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computer, qualitative research, school education, class-analysis, research method, observation

record, computer uses in education
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