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ABSTRACT

Development of Children’s Economic Understanding:
Everyday Behavior and Economic Reasoning

Nobuyuki FUJIMURA and Masuo KOYASU

This study examined children’s economic understanding from the viewpoints of their everyday

behavior such as purchasing and saving, and their reasoning about economic events and institutions.

Fourth and sixth graders (N=328) from two elementary schools located in different regions of

Japan answered both forced-choice questions and self-explanation questions. Analyes of children’s

responses revealed that economic reasoning developed from 4th to 6th graders, whereas some of the

purchasing and saving behaviors differed between the two age groups. The saving behavior seemed to

often be influenced by the school environment. As for the relationship between the saving behavior

and the reasoning about depositing, those two factors correlated significantly in the case of the 6th

graders in one of the schools. Instruction styles in elementary schools may play an important role in

connecting everyday behavior and economic reasoning.

Key words : economic understanding, purchasing and saving behavior, elementary school children,

school environment, causal reasoning



