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ABSTRACT

Life and death images of nursing students:
Exploring their life and death perspectives through picture-drawing

Miyako MORITA and Tomohisa OHNISHI

In this report, we studied the nurses’ view of life and death in the context of terminal care. First,
our research aimed at what kind of difference there is about the view of life and death between
nursing students and ordinary college students. Second, we sought to compare their perceptions of
life and death based on conventional life span developmental psychology. We utilized picture
drawings as a means of grasping their image of life and death, rather than questionnaire reports. We
hypothesized that there would be a tendency for the nursing student to have higher content of life
and death images in their drawings, relative to other students, since they would have more
opportunities to discuss these issues within their course work. However, this hypothesis was not
statistically supported. The reason for this may be that there were differences in the contents of the

courses which nurses have taken.

Key words : nurse, terminal care, picture-drawing, image, life and death perspective
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