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ABSTRACT

A Comparison between the Undergraduates’ Imagination of Disaster
and the Lessons from Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake:
An Exploratory Study of Imagination of Disaster Situations

Tadahiro MOTOYOSHI

Undergraduates’ perception about the situations after earthquake was analyzed by text mining
methods. Undergraduates (N=241) were asked to imagine living five years under disaster situation.
Principal components analyses were conducted for the keywords data sets of five phases extracted
from the textual data of participants’ imagination, using text mining methods. The results revealed
difficulty for the undergraduate participants to imagine death caused by an earthquake. Although
daily lives with their family and friends were imaginable for most of the participants, lives in
evacuation center with total strangers were not. Furthermore, the imaginations were biased
positively by comparison of the lessons from Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake that took place in
1995.

Key words: natural disaster, imagination, textual data, text mining, disaster prevention



